The Town of Leesburg
Tree Commission
AGENDA
Tuesday, May 19, 2026 « 7:00 PM
Town Hall, Lower-Level Conference Room II

25 West Market Street, SW

Leesburg, VA 20176-2901
Vision Statement:

To provide leadership to enhance, expand, and preserve the tree canopy for the benefit of the community.

1) CALL TO ORDER/ROLLCALL
2) APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
3) APPROVAL OF APRIL 14, 2026 MEETING MINUTES
4) PUBLIC COMMENTS
5) COUNCIL COMMENTS
6) STAFF COMMENTS / PROJECT UPDATES
a) Urban Forester Updates
7) SUBCOMMITTEES
a) Adopt-A-Spot — May/June— Maintenance- Watering and weeding schedule
8) OLD BUSINESS
a) Tree Walk of Historic Leesburg Tour App Development — Project Status and Updates
b) 2026 Flower & Garden Festival - After Action Report
¢) Spring 2026 Treesburg Initiative May 2" — After Action Report
d) 2026 Leesburg Harper Park Arbor Day Tree, April 28 — After Action Report
e) U. S. Semiquincentennial Tree — April 29, 1pm — After Action Report
f) Presentation for Boards and Commissions Networking Event at Ida Lee — After Action Report
9) NEW BUSINESS
a) Action in support of Town of Leesburg Ordinance for the Regulation of Running Bamboo
10) COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS
11) NEXT MEETING —June 15, 2026; 7:00PM
12) ADJOURNMENT
NOTICE: Please note the Town of Leesburg uses Laserfiche, a third-party application, as its online agenda packet
repository. Access to the documents in Laserfiche requires the use of a modern web browser such as Chrome, Firefox or
Edge. Individuals with a disability or those with limited English proficiency who require a reasonable accommodation to
attend and/or participate in a Town meeting should contact Melissa Westbrook at mwestbrook@leesburgva.gov or 703-
771-7743. Three-day advance notice is requested.




The Town of Leesburg
Tree Commission Meeting DRAFT Minutes
Tuesday April 14, 2026 - 7:00PM

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Earl Hower (28) Katie Aktug (28)

John Groothuis (26), Vice Chair Phil Marshall (26), Chair
Tara Holt (26) — present in Council Chambers Alexander Friend (28)

VIRTUAL: None
ABSENT: Frank Schneider (26), Secretary

STAFF: Melissa Westbrook, Urban Forrester Landscape Specialist
COUNCIL: Liaison Keri Nancy not present
OTHER STAFF/PUBLIC: Chris Spigt, Northern Virginia Tree Experts

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
e Motion: To approved agenda.
e Maker: Hower; Second: Groothuis
e Vote: 5-0-1-1 — Motion carried

APPROVAL OF THE MARCH 17, 2026 MEETING MINUTES
e Motion: To approved March 17, 2026 meeting minutes.
e Maker: Groothuis; Second: Aktug
e Vote: 5-0-1-1 — Motion carried

HIGHLIGHTS:

e Public Comments: Chris Spigt brought sign for promotional giveaway trees for flower and garden

e Council Comments: N/A
e TOL Staff Comments:

o Boards and Commissions Networking Event at Ida Lee April 30; 6-8pm — Please RSVP

e Subcommittee Updates:
o Adopt-A-Spot March/April:

o Funding of $2,175 for Renovation approved by Council in Fall 2026. Melissa to work on
Design. If you have any plant species requests, please send them to Melissa by May 30 and she

will try to incorporate into the design.

o Purchase of Annual plants for Flower and Garden- Melissa will install plants this week.
o Request from Hower to place Tree City Sign in bed in front of maple tree. Melissa will check

with Town Manger’s Office and BAR.

e Old Business:
o Tree Walk of Historic Leesburg —
= No Update.
o 2026 Flower and Garden Festival Planning — April 18-19™

= Members have signed up for dates to volunteer at Tree Commission booth

= Seedlings are in cold storage at Ida Lee

= Melissa to make handouts for trees, how to plant bareroot, species details from redbud and

oak, and promotional material for May 2 Treesburg giveaway.
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= Northern Va Tree Experts will provide raffle trees and deliver to liberty lot on Friday.
= Arbor Day Tree City Recognition by VDOF — John to accept award with Mayor Burk
o 2026 Spring Treesburg Initiative — May 2
= Tree delivery to Ida Lee on 4/30 at 7am. Parks stationing at event field on 5/2 at 7AM.
= Tree species List provided by Melissa
= TC needs melissa to make signs same as last year.
= Remaining trees will be given away at May 9 during Public Works open house @ Utilities
= Leesburg Live on May 1.
o 2026 Leesburg Arbor Day Tree Tuesday, April 28, 9am
= School Plating Event at Harper Park Middle School; 28, 9am
= Phil will let Melissa know if he wants to meet earlier.
= Supplies to bring day of:
- Cercis canadensis, tools, mulch (Melissa)
- Tarp; seedlings for giveaway #? (Phil)
- Plaque and Trex stake (Earl to deliver to Phil)
o America 250 Oak Tree: Ida Lee, April 29, 1pm. Phil will be present. Melissa shared plaque
language.
o Banshee Reeks Nature Preserve Arbor Day Event: April 24- TC does not have capacity.
o Tree Commission Budget:
= FY27 Budget meeting w/ Council on April 23, update from Chair Marshall
e New Business:
= Boards and Commissions Networking Event April 30, 6-9pm at Ida Lee.
- Review of draft presentation
e Next Tree Commission Meeting:
o The next meeting will be held on May 19, 2026; 7:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT
e Motion: To adjourn.
e Maker: Aktug; Second: Groothuis
e Vote: 6-0-1; Motion carried.
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