Call for Artists: Leesburg Executive Airport Mural Series

First Installation: “Dream”
New Submission Deadline: May 29, 2026

Location: Leesburg Executive Airport, 1001 Sycolin Road, SE, Leesburg, Virginia 20175

About the Project

The Town of Leesburg is seeking design submissions from artists and artist teams for the
first muralin a planned series of aviation-themed public artworks at Leesburg Executive
Airport.

The series will eventually span multiple hangars, with each mural representing a stage in
the aviation journey, from the spark of inspiration to the promise of innovation. Each
installation is conceived as a complete, standalone work. Future phases are aspirational,
and no muralis contingent on the completion of others. The use of DiBond panels or
similar is desired.

Theme: Dream

This first mural carries the theme: Dream.

It represents the beginning of every aviation journey, the moment curiosity about flight first
takes hold.

We are looking for artists who can translate this feeling into large-scale public art. The
mural should evoke wonder, possibility, and inspiration, and speak to the diverse
community of Loudoun County and the broader Washington, D.C. region. Submissions
should draw on the local community, landscape, aviation imagery, and other creative
directions that authentically serve the theme.

A conceptimage is included with this call to illustrate one possible interpretation of the
theme. It was generated with the assistance of Al as a starting point for conversation, not
as a design directive.



Long-Term Vision

This muralis intended to be the first in a series, additional murals are envisioned to
represent the following themes:

e Dream: The spark of curiosity that begins every aviation journey.
e Learn: Mentorship, training, and the dedication it takes to fly.

e Fly: The moment preparation becomes achievement.

e Explore: Aviation as a window to new places and perspectives.

e Future: Innovation and the next generation.

Each mural will be developed as its own independent project. Artists submitting for this
call are applying for the Dream installation only.

Location

The mural will be installed on an exterior hangar wall at Leesburg Executive Airport. Final
wall dimensions and site details will be provided to selected finalists.



Artist Eligibility

This callis open to professional artists and artist teams based in the Washington, D.C.
metropolitan region. Artists with experience in large-scale outdoor murals are encouraged

to apply.

Selection Process

Submissions will be reviewed by a selection panel that includes representatives from the
Town of Leesburg and the airport community. The panel will evaluate submissions on the
following criteria:

e Artistic merit and originality
e Resonance with the Dream theme
e Visualimpact at large scale

e Durability and feasibility for outdoor installation

Final recommendations will be submitted to the appropriate Town bodies for approval.
Selected artists will be notified following that process.

Budget

The selected artist or artist team will receive:

e $6,000 for design and installation

e $4,000 for materials and equipment (including scaffolding or lift rental, if necessary)

The completed mural is expected by September 2026.

Submission Requirements
Please include the following in your submission:

e Aconceptual design or rendering interpreting the Dream theme
e Abrief artist statement describing your concept and approach
e Portfolio examples of previous mural or large-scale public work

e An estimated timeline for installation



How to Submit

Submissions may be sent by email or mail:

Email:

artsubmissions@leesburgva.gov

Mail:

Town of Leesburg Commission on Public Art
ATTN: Leah Kosin, COPA Liaison

25 W Market Street

Leesburg, VA 20176

Submission guidelines and additional details are available at:

www.leesburgva.gov/publicartnews

Submission Deadline: Friday, May 29, 2026

Timeline
May 5, 2026: Call Open

May 29, 2026: Submission Deadline

June 2026: Airport Commission Selects Artwork
June 2026 Town Council votes on recommendations
June 2026 Artists notified

July 2026 Installation Process Begins

2026 Unveiling Ceremony
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