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LEESBURG ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMISSION 
 

Mission: To promote and protect the environmental interests of the Town. 
 

MEETING AGENDA 
February 3, 2026 

Town Hall 
Lower Level Conference Room 2 

25 West Market Street 
 

1. Call to Order  
 

a. Meeting Recording Disclosure 
b. Title VI Survey  

 
2. Approval of Agenda 

 
3. Approval of Minutes 

 
a. January 6, 2026*   

 
4. Chairperson’s Statement 

 
5. Old Business  

 
a. Mayor and Council Annual Presentation February 10th  
b. Environmental Art Contest 
c. Flower and Garden Booth Activities  

 
6. New Business  
 

a. String Light Recycling  
 

7. Staff Items  
 

8.  Next Meeting Date  
 

a. March 3, 2026  
 

9. Adjournment 
 
(*)  Material attached 



 

 
Town of Leesburg Environmental Advisory Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

January 6, 2026 

 

The Town of Leesburg’s Environmental Advisory Commission (EAC) met on January 6, 2026, 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Town Hall at 25 West Market St., Leesburg, Virginia.  

Roll Call:  

Present: Paul Sheaffer, Casey Koester, DeAnna Burke, Brooke Josties, Cherie Jones, Laura 
Karwoski, Ami Mason 

Absent: None 

Staff Liaison: Deb Moran 

Staff Representatives: None 

1) Call to Order: Chair Sheaffer called the meeting to order at 6:39 p.m.  
 

2) Meeting Disclosure read by Sheaffer 

• Meeting Recording Disclosure read by Sheaffer: “It is the practice of the Town of 
Leesburg to record meetings of the Town’s standing boards and commissions. All Town 
Council, Board, and Commission meetings are recorded and can be found on the Town’s 
Web Site at www.LeesburgVA.gov.  

• The Town strives to provide equal access to services regardless of race, color, national 
origin, or English proficiency. To help us assess our community’s needs, the Town would 
appreciate members of the public completing a voluntary and anonymous Demographic 
Survey. To access the survey, please scan the QR code on the table outside of Council 
chambers or other locations based on meeting space.”  

3) Approval of Agenda: The agenda was approved 7-0-0 (motion by Koester, second by 
Josties).   
 

4) Approval of Minutes. Meeting minutes for December 2, 2005. Motion to approve by 
Shaeffer, second by Mason.   

 



5) Election of Chair for 2026 

• DeAnna Burke: Chair 
• Ami Mason: Vice Chair 
• Cherie Jones: Secretary 
• The agenda was approved 7-0-0 (motion by Karwoski, second by Sheaffer).   

6) Chairman’s Statement: Excited to hand over the Chair position role.  

Old Business 

• Environmental Art Contest 
o Consider a contest/event: Bring a basket from home and get supplies. Could have 

teams.  
o No cash prize can be awarded, but the EAC could award purchased prize(s).  
o NOVA Creative Reuse Center is having a ribbon-cutting on January 17th. We 

could encourage them to help promote the contest. EAC will discuss the idea with 
the owner.  

o Advertise event at the F&G EAC booth.  
o Timing: maybe toward the end of the school year (TBD). 

• Flower and Garden Booth Giveaways.  
o Elect to do raffles for better prizes, rather than giveaways to all that are likely 

tossed in the landfill.  Raffle prizes will aim to change behavior in the home.   
o Small tabletop composter with reusable items inside.   
o $100/basket giveaway 1 per hour (except for the first and last hours of each day).  

11 baskets.    
 Small tabletop composter pail, composter bags, composter filters, Swedish 

clothes. 
o EAC to put out a press release prior to F&G to promote visitors to stop by.  

• Flower and Garden Booth Activity 
o Idea: Have a big, tree-shaped board where visitors write what they are doing to 

save our environment on leaves and post them to the tree. If you post a leaf, you 
get a raffle ticket.  

6. Staff Items 

• Stipends. Commission members are entitled to a monthly stipend. Must fill out HR 
paperwork to receive. 

• The Tuscarora Creek invasive species removal project is being launched this year.   
• Town will be sending out requests to town businesses for a discount offer for April’s 

Keep Leesburg Beautiful event.  
• Tolbert award press release was sent out yesterday.  
• Composting drop-off site at Liberty has been a big success and is getting to capacity. 

Taking suggestions for the second drop-off site. Tuscarora Creek Park is being 
considered.  



7. New Business 

• 2026 meeting dates for the year.  Approved 7-0-0 (Motion to approve by Sheaffer, 
seconded by Mason) 

• Mayor and Council Annual Presentation.  
o 1st council meeting on February 10th at 7 pm, a report on what the 

commission has done in the past year. EAC representatives will opt for a 
presentation this year rather than a memo to bring up areas of future focus, 
like invasive species solutions, F&G single-use plastic.  

8. Next Meeting Date: February 3, 2026, at 6:30 PM.   

9. Adjournment:     The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 PM approved 7-0-0 (motion by Mason, 
second by Jones). 
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