LEESBURG ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMISSION

Tuesday
November 4, 2025
6:30 P.M.

Virtual Meeting: https://bit.ly/EACNovember2025Meeting
Meeting ID: 212 322 430 254
Passcode: KA9YvV3ST

COMMISSIONERS

DeAnna Burke (28)
Cherie Jones (26)
Brooke Josties (28)
Laura Karworski (26)
Casey Koester (28)
Ami Mason (26)
Paul Sheaffer (26)

If you require any type of reasonable accommodation, as a result of a physical, sensory or mental disability, to
attend and/or participate in this meeting, please contact Deb Moran at 571-560-1114. Three days advance notice is
requested.



https://bit.ly/EACNovember2025Meeting

LEESBURG ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMISSION

Mission: To promote and protect the environmental interests of the Town.

MEETING AGENDA
November 4, 2025
Virtual Meeting: https://bit.ly/ EACNovember2025Meeting
Meeting ID: 212 322 430 254
Passcode: KA9YvV3ST

1. Call to Order

a. Meeting Recording Disclosure
b. Title VI Survey

2. Approval of Agenda
3. Approval of Minutes

a. September 9%, 2025%*
b. October 7%, 2025%

4. Chairperson’s Statement
5. Old Business

Budget Requests for FY27

BreatheTrack Support

Parks and Recreation Master Plan Notes

Follow up attendance at Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting
Follow up from attendance at COPA meeting

Sustainable Preservation letter for Board of Architectural Review

SO0 Q0 Tw

6. Staff Items
7. New Business
a. Flower & Garden Booth 2026
8. Next Meeting Date
a. December 6™, 2025
9. Adjournment

(*) Material attached

If you require any type of reasonable accommodation, as a result of a physical, sensory or mental disability, to
attend and/or participate in this meeting, please contact Deb Moran at 571-560-1114. Three days advance notice is
requested.



https://bit.ly/EACNovember2025Meeting

Town of Leesburg Environmental Advisory Commission
Meeting Minutes

September 9, 2025

The Town of Leesburg’s Environmental Advisory Commission (EAC) met on September 9,
2025 at 6:30 p.m. at the Town Hall at 25 West Market St., Leesburg, Virginia.

Roll Call:

Present: DeAnna Burke, Paul Sheaffer, Brooke Josties, Cherie Jones, Laura Karwoski, Ami
Mason

Absent: Casey Koester,
Petitioners: None
Observer: Jennifer Chu
Staff Liaison: Deb Moran

Staff Representatives: Heather Schmidt

1) Call to Order: Chair Sheaffer called the meeting to order at 6:33p.m.

2) Meeting Disclosure read by Sheaffer

e Meeting Recording Disclosure read by Sheaffer: “It is the practice of the Town of
Leesburg to record meetings of the Town’s standing boards and commissions. All Town
Council, Board, and Commission meetings are recorded and can be found on the Town’s
Web Site at www.LeesburgVA.gov.

e The Town strives to provide equal access to services regardless of race, color, national
origin, or English proficiency. To help us assess our community’s needs, the Town would
appreciate members of the public completing a voluntary and anonymous Demographic
Survey. To access the survey, please scan the QR code on the table outside of Council
chambers or other locations based on meeting space.”



3) Approval of Agenda: The agenda was approved 6-0-0 (motion by Sheaffer, second by
Burke).

4) Approval of Minutes.

e The meeting minutes from June 3 were approved 6-0-0 (motion by Burke, second by
Mason).

5) Chairman’s Statement: None

6) Staff Items:

e Staff Representative Heather Schmidt from the Board of Architectural Review discussed
architecture review with respect to Dark Sky policy and Architecture policy and
enforcement capability within town Historical District.

e Discussed 16 Wirt Street as a sustainability building feature in the Historical District.
Interested in identifying ways to use this building.

o 3" spaces — spaces not near work or home where people can gather.
o Less formal learning spaces.
o Space for teaching construction methods and history.
e August presentation on recycling for Town Council.
o Discussions focused on what should and should not be recycled.

o Tagging campaign — “oops” tag bins that contain recyclable. Program will start in
NW in 2 weeks.

7) New Business:

1) Loudoun Wildlife Native Plant Sale Saturday September 13, 2025, 10:00 am — 2:00
pm Creative Reuse Center.

i1) Discussions on potential legislative agenda to create policy to mitigate non-native
plant creep across property boundaries.

ii1) Leesburg Pay as a potential initiative — something you could do to collect, change or
update where a company would provide a discount. This is a focus on tourists for eco
tourism, not residents.

8) Old Business

e Activity Tracker Update



o Karwoski/Josties coordinating with Art Commission to develop an art contest
pertaining to sustainability. Working out ideas on contest theme and framework
and identifying processes needed to implement this contest.

e Water bottle refill station at Flower and Garden Show.

9) Next Meeting Date: October 7, 2025 at 6:30 PM

10) Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm approved 6-0-0 (motion by Mason,
second by Karwoski).



Town of Leesburg Environmental Advisory Commission
Meeting Minutes

October 7, 2025

The Town of Leesburg’s Environmental Advisory Commission (EAC) met on July 1, 2025 at
6:30 p.m. at the Town Hall at 25 West Market St., Leesburg, Virginia.

Roll Call:

Present: DeAnna Burke, Paul Sheaffer, Casey Koester, Brooke Josties, Cherie Jones, Ami
Mason, Laura Karwoski

Absent: None

Petitioners: Lance Martinez, Akshare Kasaria, and Nivaan Kaushal
Observer: Jennifer Chu

Staff Liaison: Deb Moran

Staff Representatives:

1) Call to Order: Chair Sheaffer called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.

2) Meeting Disclosure read by Sheaffer

e Meeting Recording Disclosure read by Sheaffer: “It is the practice of the Town of
Leesburg to record meetings of the Town’s standing boards and commissions. All Town
Council, Board, and Commission meetings are recorded and can be found on the Town’s
Web Site at www.LeesburgVA.gov.

e The Town strives to provide equal access to services regardless of race, color, national
origin, or English proficiency. To help us assess our community’s needs, the Town would
appreciate members of the public completing a voluntary and anonymous Demographic
Survey. To access the survey, please scan the QR code on the table outside of Council



chambers or other locations based on meeting space.”

3) Approval of Agenda: The agenda was approved 7-0-0 (motion by Burke, second by
Sheaffer).

4) Approval of Minutes.

e The meeting minutes from the last meeting will be approved at the next EAC meeting.

5) Chairman’s Statement: None

6) Petitioners: Presented Breathtrack, a monitor and software to monitor air quality monitor to
provide real-time, hyper local air quality.

i) 2" place Loudoun Youth winner; explainer video on the following site:
https://www.loudounyouth.org/programs/step-up/

ii) $40/unit for the ESP32 device

ii1) The devices work via internet or radio signals and is solar-powered. The idea was to
place them in various local places to test air quality. Works with internet or radio
signals.

iv) Website: Breathtrack.org

Petitioners recommended 6-7 devices for Leesburg.
Recommended to areas that are prone to air quality concerns.
Data is stored every 10 minutes, but can be adjusted as needed.

Presented as a better alternative to Purple Air (more affordable and open source)

7) Staff Items:

e Effective October 13. Deb Moran’s position is being moved to the Town Manager’s
Office. Therefore, EAC office will fall under the Town Manager Office

e Town received a grant for some tree planting in the Spring of 2026 at Brandon Park.
Loudoun Wildlife would likely be interested.

e Town is looking in how to engage the community about energy usage.

e Pumpkin dropoff event on Nov 1. Researching organization that would like the
pumpkins.


https://www.loudounyouth.org/programs/step-up/

8) New Business:

e Parks and Recreation Master Plan
o Can fill out the survey on the website as individuals.
o EAC to consider providing more formal recommendations.

9) Old Business

e Sustainable Preservation Plan letter from EAC for 16 Wirt Street.

o EAC is planning to make our recommendations for the Board of Architectual
Review (BAR). Talking points:

First Choice: Keep the building and reuse (best way to preserve). Town
reuse would require ADA upgrades.

Second Choice: Deconstruction

Taxpayer dollars were allocated to move the building

Operating budget contains the maintenance costs.

EAC would like all costs associated with destruction, reuse, and
decontruction.

Casey Koester will update the draft letter. EAC to review and vote over
email and confirm vote at the next meeting.

e Dark Sky Coordination with BAR
e Activity Tracker Updates
o Arts commission project: Announce in Spring. Possibly in March: Award in
May. Consider in Summer Camps as well.
Theme ideas:

O

Recycling or reuse

Repurposing

Flower arranging contest with only native plants

Sculpture with leaves

Bees

How humans are connected to our environment. Nurturing Nature

TownHall Planting Report. Ami Mason to continue to prepare recommendations
on plants and costs.
Water Filling Station

Cherie and DeAnna to draft the EAC recommendation to Parks &
Recreation to host a sponsored water station.

Suggest a Green Sponsor for the filling station

Attend a meeting to present opportunity to the Parks and Recs
committee. Next one on the 15th at 7pm as a great opportunity to
collaborate with another commission.

Could do ajoint press release introducing a new sponsor letter.



e Budget Requests for FY26: Next meeting to prepare for budget requests.
o Native planting project: Likely around $4-5k
o Art Commission Project
o Fall Pumpkin Event

10) Next Meeting Date: November 2, 2025 at 6:30 PM

11) Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:22 pm approved 7-0-0 (motion by Sheaffer,
second by Jones).
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