
March - April 2026 News and Events

As March arrives and the first signs of spring return to Loudoun County, I’m
energized by the sense of renewal blooming here at Thomas Balch Library. Over
the next two months, the library’s programs draw deep inspiration from the
natural world—exploring the gardens, landscapes, and stories of how we shape
the environment around us. Whether through a lecture, workshop, or exhibit, we
invite you to reconnect with local history or simply find a fresh perspective.

We’re also thrilled to introduce new programs and expanded volunteer roles
that make it easier than ever to get involved. These initiatives celebrate the
library as a true community hub—a place to participate, contribute, and help us
preserve Loudoun’s rich history. Whether you’re joining us for a talk or lending a
hand, I hope you’ll step into the library this March and April and and discover
something that inspires you!
 - Laura Christiansen, Library Director

Thomas Balch Library

Researching Loudoun Female Patriots of the American Revolution
with Sherryl Belinsky Saturday, April 4 at 2 pm 

Do you have ancestors who lived in Loudoun County during the
American Revolution? In this program, Sherryl Belinsky will introduce
key resources for identifying Revolutionary War patriots in Loudoun
County—including the often overlooked records that help document
women’s service. She will also demonstrate online tools that can assist
in tracing and verifying patriotic contributions.
Sherryl Belinsky is a descendant of nine Revolutionary War patriots and
has been an active member of the Daughters of the American
Revolution for nearly twenty years. A dedicated genealogical researcher,
she has traced more than a dozen family lines through archives across
the region, including the Thomas Balch Library.  Free, pre‑registration is
required. 



Exhibits are on view during the library’s
operating hours: Monday and Friday
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday and
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Wednesday from 2 to 8 p.m., Saturday
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Sunday from
1 to 5 p.m. 

Coming Soon...

Lady Loudoun's Visit by Charles Johnston, an exhibit exploring the 1976
visit of Barbara Huddleston Abney-Hastings, 13th Countess of Loudoun
from Scotland will be  on display in the Mercer Room April - May. 

A Photo Exhibit by Roger A.
Lancaster has been extended
and is  on display in the lower
level Meeting Room , until
April 10. 
Featured works include
landscapes, historic barns,
and springhouses from in
and around western
Loudoun. 

A Century of Black History
Commemorations by the
Black History Committee of
the Friends of Thomas Balch
Library on display in the
Mercer Room through
March.

Exhibits on view
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Also on view in the Clark Room: The Study of
American Men's Fashion exhibit examines the
common trends of men’s fashion and styles from the
mid 19th century to early 20th century. It also includes
information on popular facial hair trends like Sideburns
or the chin curtain beard during the Civil War period.
In addition, it touches on fashion phenomena like the
origin of blue jeans and causal wear for men.



Creating an Informed Citizenry:
Knowledge and Democracy in
the Early American Republic
George D. Oberle III, PhD MLS
March 29 at 2pm

When the founding fathers of the
United States inaugurated a
system of government that was
unprecedented in the modern
world, they knew that a
functioning democracy required
an educated electorate capable of
making rational decisions. But who
would validate the information
that influenced citizens’ opinions?
By spotlighting various institutions
of learning, George Oberle provides
a comprehensive look at how
knowledge was created, circulated,
and consumed in the early
American republic.

George D. Oberle III is History
Librarian, Associate Term Professor,
and the Director of the Center for
Mason Legacies at George Mason
University.
Pre-registration is required for this
event. Please call 703-737-7195,
email balchlib@leesburgva.gov or
register online
https://tinyurl.com/TBLEvents

Genealogy Club
March 12 at 6:00pm

The Genealogy Club at Thomas Balch Library
is held both in-person and virtually and
meets on the second Thursday of each
month to discuss shared interests such as
using and finding resources, DNA skills and
techniques, how to be better organized, and
utilizing Thomas Balch Library’s resources
for Loudoun Genealogy. Members have
created a “chat” portion of the meeting to
share new or interesting research. You do
not need to have Loudoun ancestry to join!
The club welcomes anyone interested . At
the February meeting of the Club,  Joseph
Robey, Chantel Warner and Charlotte.
Ceier volunteered to serve as the inaugural
programming committee of the club.  The
next meeting is Thursday, March 12 at 6 p.m.
and will feature a Veteran Bounty Land
Project Presentation by Rebecca Whitman
Koford, CG, CGL.
Email genealogyclubloudoun@gmail.com
for more information or to attend virtually.

Save Your Stories - April 23
Preserving Photos, Film, and Sound at

Sterling Public Library

Preserve your family history using the
Sterling Library’s preservation equipment for
photographs, slides, negatives, videos,
cassettes, and vinyl records. Learn how these
devices support digitization and long-term
care of fragile formats and cherished
memories. Pre-registration is required for
this event. Please call 703-737-7195, email
balchlib@leesburgva.gov or register online
https://tinyurl.com/TBLEvents
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March - April  Events
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The Fairfax Files: A Visit
From Our Neighbors
with Georgia Brown

Did you know that
Loudoun County was part
of Fairfax County before
1757? Fairfax County
Circuit Court's Historic
Records Manager
Georgia Brown  discusses
records and unique
indices in the Fairfax
court records and how
they can help you in your
research.

https://youtu.be/dssE1exS
npk?si=PWvTXavO-
-5jAlsV

Introducing Thomas
Balch Library

Our staff put together a
special Introduction Tour
video just for you! Follow
along with a patron as
they explore Thomas
Balch Library. From
collections to services,
and staff ready to assist
you, this video gives you a
glimpse into what our
library has to offer. 

https://youtu.be/FusnpA-
jMxk

  Did you miss it?
Recordings Now
Available: March 26  6:45pm

The votes are counted
and the results are in.
March’s book selected
by club members is
The Benevolent
Society of Ill-
Mannered Ladies by
Alison Goodman

April 23 , 6:45pm

Join fellow history
enthusiasts to discuss
Andrea Wulf’s Founding
Gardeners, which
reveals how the
Founding Fathers’
passion for gardening
and agriculture shaped
their political ideals and
the early American
nation

Meetings will be held every fourth Thursday from
6:45 p.m. to 7:45 p.m. in the library’s meeting
room.Registration is NOT required for book club
meetings.
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March - April  Events
The Plot Thickens Book Club

https://youtu.be/5_-JxdRbGPs
https://youtu.be/5_-JxdRbGPs
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https://youtu.be/FusnpA-jMxk
https://youtu.be/FusnpA-jMxk


Revolution on Screen Series
Every 3  Thursday, beginning March 17  at 6pmrd
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The Town of Leesburg has launched a new Leesburg
Celebrates America 250 webpage as part of the
yearlong commemoration of the 250th anniversary of
American independence. The site brings together
information about local events, programs, and
resources that mark this historic milestone.
Much of the historical content featured on the new
page—including background on Leesburg during the
American Revolution, curated videos, and interactive
story maps—was researched and developed by staff at
Thomas Balch Library. Additional material will
continue to be added throughout the year.
Visitors can also find details about upcoming
250th‑related activities in Leesburg, from author talks
and exhibits at Thomas Balch Library to special Town
events honoring the anniversary.   The new webpage
is available at: www.leesburgva.gov/leesburg250.

Thomas Balch Library will launch “The
Revolution on Screen,” a monthly
film‑discussion series about how the
American Revolution is portrayed in
movies and television. Sessions will be
held on the third Tuesday of each month
at 6 p.m. in the library’s lower‑level
meeting room, beginning March 17.
Participants watch the selected film or
episode beforehand, then join a
discussion led by a local guest historian,
featuring short clips and historical
insights. The first session on March 17 will
focus on Disney’s 1953 film “Ben and Me,”
led by Library Director Laura Christiansen.
Information on how to access each
month’s title is available on the Leesburg
Celebrates America 250 webpage.

https://www.leesburgva.gov/visitors/leesburg-celebrates-america-250
http://www.leesburgva.gov/leesburg250
https://www.leesburgva.gov/visitors/leesburg-celebrates-america-250
https://www.leesburgva.gov/visitors/leesburg-celebrates-america-250


FRIENDS OF THOMAS BALCH LIBRARY
SPRING BOOKSALE

Announcing the Friends of Thomas Balch Library
Book Sale!

 Saturday April 18, 10 am - 3pm 

Are you headed to the 2026 Leesburg Flower and Garden
Festival? Stop by the the front lawn of Thomas Balch Library! The
Friends of Thomas Balch Library will have books, flowers, and
more available!  Stop by for a break from the Flower and Garden
show crowds!
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Interested in volunteering to help
with the book sale?  Have books to
donate to the sale?  Curious about
becoming a Friend of Thomas Balch
Library or joining the Black History
Committee?  Email
Balchlib@leesburgva.gov or visit
https://friendsofbalch.org/ for more
information!

https://friendsofbalch.org/


Friends of Thomas Balch Library’s Black History
Committee were well represented at the Black
History Program on Saturday, February 21, 2026, at
the Douglass Community Center. Donna Bohanon
and Phyllis Cook-Taylor manned the Black History
table and met many interesting people and some
who expressed interest in volunteering. Gert Evans
exhibited some of her artwork, including the
painting of Thomas Balch Library. 

Jim Roberts – Oral Interview

On Saturday, February 21, 2026, at the
Douglass Community Center’s Black History
Program, The Friends of Thomas Balch
Library showed a preview of their latest Oral
History interview with local historian James
P. Roberts. Jim a Leesburg of native, is a
member of the Black History Committee, a
2008 recipient of a Loudoun History Award,
and 2011 Loudoun Laureate. He was
interviewed by Historian and Researcher,
Marion J Dobbins.

Loudoun 250 Revolutionary War

Alicia Cohen and Gertrude Evans have been busy with
Loudoun 250 events with presentations and exhibits
telling the story of Black Loyalists and Black Patriots
during the Revolutionary War. Alicia provided a TV
interview on February 11, which aired on Washington,
DC’s Fox 5, about upcoming events. Presentations were
given in February at the Ashburn Library and Middleburg
Museum hosted a presentation at Buchanan Hall in
Upperville, VA. The Black Patriots and Black Loyalists art
exhibit is currently housed at the Middleburg Museum
through March 26. Future programs have been
scheduled at the George Marshall Center and the
Loudoun Museum in June, to include an exhibit at the
Museum. Franklin Park in Purcellville will host The Black
Patriots and Black Loyalists art exhibit in July 2026. 
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Black History Committee News
 -Contributed by Gertrude Evans



Save the Date
Sit and Stitch Tuesday, March 10, 6:00 p.m.

Genealogy Club Thursday March 12, 6:00p.m.

Revolution on Screen: Ben and
Me Tuesday, March 17, 6 -7:30p.m.

Volunteer Kickoff: League of
Women Voters Records Wednesday, March 25, 10 a.m.

The Plot Thickens Book Club:
The Benevolent Society of Ill-
Mannered Ladies

Thursday, March26, 6:45 p.m.

Creating an Informed Citizenry
Book talk with George D. Oberle
III

Sunday, March 29, 2:00 p.m.

Researching Loudoun Female
Patriots of the American
Revolution with Sherryl Belinsky

Saturday, April 4 2:00 p.m.

Friends of Thomas Balch Library
Book Sale Saturday April 18, 10 - 3 p.m.

Save Your Stories : Preserving
Photos, Film, and Sound at
Sterling Public Library

Thursday, April 23 - 10 a.m.
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April 3 – Creative Writing & Poetry
Learn about local writers from the past!

May 1 - Medical World
Explore the local history of medicine. 

June 5  - Revolution, Resistance, and
Voices 
Focusing on moments of conflict and
change, this exhibit reveals Leesburg
voices from times of resistance, reform,
and revolution.

Donaldson Cabin Pop-Up Exhibits 



Get Involved!  Volunteer Opportunities: 

We’re looking forward to upcoming Volunteer Kick-Off
Projects on Wednesday, March 25 from 10am to 1pm in
Thomas Balch Library’s lower level meeting room and on
Wednesday April 8 from 10am to 1 pm at the Historic
Donaldson Log Cabin.

March 25:  League of Women Voters Collection
April 8:   Kane Family Papers

What you’ll be doing: 
You’ll be helping to process a collection that needs reviewing,
sorting, and arranging (it has letters, papers, objects, and
photographs). Working directly with the collection, your
efforts will ensure these materials become more accessible
and searchable for generations to come.
 
No experience is necessary – training and support will be
provided.
 
If you're interested or have any questions, feel free to reach
out. We’d love to have you join us!

Interested in becoming a volunteer?
All experience levels and interests are welcome! For information
on how to start the application process, please email
balchlib@leesburgva.gov with the subject line “Volunteer
Program - New Applicant”. 

THOMAS BALCH LIBRARY 703-737-7195
Balchlib@leesburgva.gov

https://www.leesburgva.gov/departments/t
homas-balch-library

208 West Market St.
Leesburg, VA

Questions? Get in touch! 
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