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General 

George Catlett Marshall

Thursday, October 16, 2003
7 pm
St. James Church, Leesburg, VA
Larry Bland will talk about the life and times of General
George Catlett Marshall.  Dodona Manor, Thomas Balch
Library and the Loudoun Museum are sponsoring the
evening.

Basic Genealogy

Saturday, September 27, 2003
10 am – 4 pm
In the Library
$25 registration fee due 1 week before class begins.
Noted author, genealogist and library staff member,
Mary Fishback, will present her Basic Genealogy
course.  Spend the day and learn how to research your
family history.  Starting with an in-depth tour of library
resources, you will learn how to organize your papers
and charts, how to use census records, military and
war records, birth, death and marriage records, land
records and much more.  Bring a bag lunch and join
Mary for lots of information and fun. 

Scott Family – Bluemont

African Americans of 

Loudoun County in WWII

Sunday, October 19, 2003
3-5 pm
Panel discussion sponsored by the Black History
Committee of Friends of the Thomas Balch Library.
Light refreshments.

Northern Neck 

Land Grants

Saturday, November 1, 2003
1-3 pm
Wynne Saffer
Downstairs Meeting Room
Wynne Saffer, local author and historian, will discuss
the history of and how to locate land grants of the
Northern Neck Proprietary. Mr. Saffer will show you
how to use the resources available in the Balch
Library.  Light refreshments.

Meeting the Piscataway by William Woodward

BEAUTIFUL NEW PAINTING!!!

This painting, unveiled June 21, 2003, was made possible by the generous contribution of
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Dodge, Jr. of Washington, D.C.  It depicts the first recorded meeting
between colonists and American Indians in Loudoun County.  It was painted by noted
artist, William Woodward, whose mural of Loudoun history adorns the walls of the main
room of the Thomas Balch Library

Using the Loudoun County

Assessment & Parcel Database
Saturday, November 8, 2003
1-3 pm
Mary Pender
Downstairs Meeting Room

Mary Pender, Loudoun County 
Department of Building and 
Development, will demonstrate
the use of the Loudoun County
Assessment and Parcel 
Database that is available 
online from home.  The 
property information available 
on this site includes parcel 
and deed information, legal 
description, sales information,
assessment values and house 
characteristics.  The site is 
updated weekly.

House belonging to Harvey Arthur, Paeonian Springs, 1953

AncestryPlus

Tuesday, September 30,
2003
7-8 pm
LaVonne Markham
Downstairs Meeting Room

How to navigate and print
from the AncestryPlus web-
site, using the Thomas
Balch subscription.  This
site contains census
records, the Social Security
death index, family trees,
Civil War Pension Index and
other vital records.

HeritageQuest

Tuesday, October 21, 2003
7-8 pm
LaVonne Markham
Downstairs Meeting Room

How to navigate and print
from HeritageQuest, from
home, using the Loudoun
County Public Library’s
subscription.  This site has
census records, access to
online historical and
genealogy books, and other
family records.

Genealogy.com

Tuesday, November 18,
2003
7-8 pm
LaVonne Markham
Downstairs Meeting Room

How to navigate and print
from Genealogy.com 
using the Thomas Balch
subscription. This site 
contains world family tree
collections, a genealogy
library, passenger records
and census records.

online programs

Learn
How To

Navigate
Websites!

Saturday, November 15, 2003



Civil War Round Table
2nd Tuesday of the month

7:30 pm • Thomas Balch Library-
For information: 540 822-4480 or allnoles@aol.com

Sept. 9: Greg Mertz – The fighting in “the Wilderness” along the 
Orange Plank Road

Oct. 14: Tom Clemens – The Iron Brigade
Nov. 11: Steve Meserve – The Loudoun Rangers vs. White’s Comanches

Friends of the 

Thomas Balch Library

Annual Meeting

December 2003
Please Call the library for information
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APPRAISAL FAIR

Sunday,September 28,2003
1-4 pm

Willis Van Devanter

Downstairs Meeting Room

Bring your book,map,print or small object and have it verbally

appraised.  Willis Van Devanter,noted appraiser of books and

works of art,is offering his services to the Thomas Balch Library

and its patrons.  Mr. Van Devanter was the chief buyer for the

Paul Mellon Collection from 1957 to 1973.  He was also acting

curator of Graphic Arts at Princeton University in the late 50’s.

The appraisal fee is $5.00 per item,with all money collected

going to the Balch Library for preservation and conservation of

archival materials.  If circumstances warrant,the number of items

to be appraised may be limited.  Come see what treasures you

have!!   No credit cards.  Cash or check only.

Civil War Propaganda Envelopes

Saturday, October 18, 2003
1-3 pm
Keith Young
Downstairs
Meeting Room

Noted Civil War
historian, Keith
Young, will give 
a PowerPoint 
presentation on
Civil War
Envelopes.
Propaganda
envelopes from both the Confederate side and the Union side will be dis-
cussed and shown.  Light refreshments.

Small Arms in the 

Civil War

Saturday, October 25, 2003
1-4 pm
Steve Meserve
Downstairs Meeting Room

Writer and Civil War historian, Steve
Meserve, will discuss the small arms
used by both the Confederate and
Union Armies.  He will bring a group
of unarmed small arms to illustrate his
talk.  Light refreshments.

Richard Dulaney,
7th Virginia Cavalry, CSA

New On The Book Shelf
Buffalo Soldiers, Braves, and the Brass, Story of Fort Robinson, Nebraska,
by Frank Schubert
Within the Plantation Household – Black and White Women of the Old South,
by Elizabeth Fox-Genovese
Historical Collections of Every Town in Massachusetts,
by John Barber
Abstracts of York County, PA Wills 1749-1819,
by Edward Wright
Slave Ancestral Research,
by Mary Fears
Notes on Gloucester County, NJ, Vol. 1,
by Frank Stewart 
Colonial Families of Delaware, Vol. 2,3,4,5

Loudoun Sampler Guild

24th Annual 

Needlework Exhibition

September 6 – 21, 2003
Morven Park

For information: 540 822-4480

Thomas Balch History

Awards
Sunday, November 16, 2003
Downstairs Meeting Room

The Commissioners of the Thomas Balch Library will present the Thomas
Balch History Awards to some of  Loudoun’s outstanding citizens for their
work in the history and preservation of Loudoun County.  There will be a 
ceremony honoring Harrison and Joan Williams for their many contributions 
to the Thomas Balch Library. Light refreshments.
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND:

The African-American
Experience During WWII
Part 2
Saturday, February 7, 2004
Snow Date: Saturday, February 14, 2004
Thomas Balch Library
2 – 4 pm
Downstairs Meeting Room

The Friends of the Thomas Balch Library presents a
roundtable discussion featuring a panel of African-
American WWII veterans from Loudoun County.  They
will be sharing memories, experiences and thoughts.

The Civil War Soldier –
North and
South
Wednesday, March 3, 2004
Thomas Balch Library
7 – 9 pm

Keith Young, noted Civil
War historian, will discuss
the origins of Confederate
and Union soldiers,
characteristics they
shared, why they fought
and kept fighting, and their feelings about the war
afterwards.

Saving Monticello
The Levy Family’s Epic Quest to Rescue the
House that Jefferson Built

Sunday,
March 7, 2004
Thomas Balch
Library
1 – 3 pm

Marc Leepson,
author, lecturer,
academic, and 
frequent TV guest,
vividly presents 
an account of the
turbulent saga of 
this fabled estate.
Mr. Leepson will 
also be happy to
autograph copies 
of his book after 
the presentation.

AncestryPlus
Tuesday, March 16, 2004
7 – 8 pm
Please pre-register 1 week prior to presentation.

LaVonne Markham will demonstrate the use of the
online program, AncestryPlus, using the Thomas
Balch subscription.  The site contains census
records, the Social Security Death Index, family

trees, the Civil War Pension Index, and other vital
records. As our resident expert, she will share
her tips for navigation as well as 
printing. 

Warner Family Reunion, 1936

BASIC GENEALOGY
Saturday, April 3, 2004

9 – 3 pm
In the Library

$30.00 fee.  Please register and pay 1 week prior to the class.

Bring a bag lunch and beverage and join Mary Fishback, author, staff member, and
genealogist, for her Basic Genealogy course.  Spend the day and learn how to research
your family history.  Starting with a tour of library resources, you will learn how to organ-
ize your papers and charts, how to use census records, military and war records, birth,
death, and marriage records, land records and much more. Lots of fun and plenty of help-
ful handouts.

New Library Director
We welcome our new Library Director,
Alexandra Gressitt. Alexandra comes
to us from the Library of Virginia where
she was Archives Research Services
Director.  Her background includes
several prestigious positions.  She was
Curator of Manuscripts at the Indiana
Historical Society, Assistant University
Archivist at the University of Southern
Mississippi and Archivist for the City of
Hattiesburg, Mississippi.  Ms. Gressitt
has a MA in History from the
University of Washington, Seattle and a
MA in Archival Administration from
North Caroline State University. Her

plans for the Thomas Balch Library include acquiring materials that will reflect the
growing cultural diversity of our community and working towards automating 
procedures in the library. She looks forward to working not only with Balch’s staff,
but also the community at large.

Anonymous

Audrey Bergner

Katherine Blair 

Henry Brylawsky

William Carroll

Jane Chrismer 

Junel Davidson

Mercedes B. Eyssell 

Girl Scout Troop 458

Roger Givens

Handley Library

Elliott Lee Harper

Agnes Harrison

Susan Hutchinson

Mary Alcie Keital

Wanda & Raymond 
Kirkpatrick

Alice Lapham

Leisure World

Loudoun Restoration & 
Preservation Society

The Mahans

Meadow Glen of Leesburg

National Association of 
Retired Federal Workers

Claire Nolan

John Obrien

Eloise Osler

L. F. Overfield

Pulte Homes

Charles Roberts

Wynne Saffer

Barbara Sharp

Leland Stanford

The Stapletons

Loretta Taylor

35th Battalion 

Diane Trinter

Willis Van Devanter

Wednesday Women’s 
Serenity Group

Harrison Williams

Women’s Club 
of Loudoun

R. Keith Young

Donations and Gifts in Kind
With heartfelt thanks, we acknowledge many wonderful people and organizations 

for their generosity and apologize for anyone we may have missed.
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APPRAISAL FAIR
Our Now Famous Event!!

Sunday,March 28,2004
1 – 4 pm

Willis Vandevanter

$5.00 per item appraised,with all fees being donated by Mr.

Vandevanter to the Thomas Balch Library for preservation and

conservation of archival materials.

Bring your treasures  - let Mr. Vandevanter,noted appraiser of

books and works of art,tell you what that special book,print,or

object is worth.  Or just come and observe the wonderful things

that people bring for appraisal – you never know what might

turn up! Mr. Vandevanter was the chief buyer for the Paul Mellon

collection for 20 years and  acting curator of Graphic Arts at

Princeton University in the late 50’s.

Cash or check only.

A Little Short of Boats:  The Fight at
Ball’s Bluff and Edwards Ferry
Author, Jim Morgan
Wednesday, April 7, 2004
Thomas Balch Library
7 – 9 pm

Jim Morgan will discuss his new book about Ball’s Bluff and Edwards Ferry.
Jim became a guide at Ball’s Bluff in 2000 when the original guide group was
formed.  As he became more involved in the tours, he had questions and con-
cerns regarding information they were using.  He began digging into original
sources, being the Civil War buff that he is, and, thus, his new book!  Jim hopes
to have his book with him and will be happy to autograph copies for you.

Northern Neck Land Grants
A Second Look

Sunday,
April 18, 2004
Thomas Balch Library
1 – 3 pm

Back by popular
demand, Wynne Saffer,
local author and histori-
an, will discuss the his-
tory of and how to locate
land grants of the
Northern Neck
Proprietary.  Mr. Saffer
will show you how to
use resources available
in the Balch Library.

Using FamilySearch
Two part class:
Tuesday, April 20, 2004 and Wednesday, April 21, 2004
7 – 9 pm both nights
Thomas Balch Library
$10.00 fee.  Please register and pay 1 week prior to class.

Jinx Hartung will present a 2 part class for the layperson using FamilySearch.
Classes will include how to use the library catalog, how to search for your
ancestors, and how to use the glossary of foreign and domestic terms.  Plenty
of time for questions will be included.  Plan to come both nights – this is a 2
part class.

Photo ID Party
Thursday, April 22, 2004
Purcellville Library
10 – 12 am

The Thomas Balch Library needs your help!
Please come to the Purcellville Library and
spend an hour or two helping us identify pic-
tures of Loudoun people and places from the
30’s, 40’s. and 50’s. A door prize will be given
to the first person at the ID Party to identify
“unidentified male.”

The Quaker Girl in Loudoun County,
VA, Her Life and Her Needlework
Betty Elizabeth Flemming
Sunday, May 16, 2004
1 – 3 pm

Betty Flemming, needlework 
lecturer and author, founder of 
the Loudoun Sampler Guild,
responsible for “Threads of History”,
a sampler exhibition and symposium
now considered the first major 
exhibit of Southern samplers, and
curator emeritus of the Loudoun
Museum, will  present a look at the life of a Quaker girl as depicted by her
needlework.  Mrs. Flemming has kindly offered to give preservation and/or
conservation advice on your needlework treasures at the end of her presenta-
tion.  Please, one item per person.

Civil War Round Table
2nd Tuesday of the month

7:30 pm
Thomas Balch Library

For information: 540 822-4480 or allnoles@aol.com

Feb 10: Loudoun County Civil War Resources – Mary Fishback
Mar 9: Mine Run Campaign – Frank Walker

Apr 13: Railroads in the Eastern Theater – Ron Beavers
May 11: Reconstruction in Loudoun County – Charles Poland

Jun 8: A Fresh Look at Ball’s Bluff – Jim Morgan

New on the Book Shelf
Southern State of Andersonville Prisonby R. Stevenson

Library of Congress Civil War Desk Reference

The Doane Family,Vol. I & II

Bermuda Settlers of the 17th Centuryby Julia Mercer

Recollections of Hamilton

Jefferson County,Virginia,1814-1824,Personal Property 

Tax Listsby Patricia Duncan

Unidentified Male
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Horses and Loudoun
County
Donna Rogers
Saturday, September 11, 2004
1-3 pm
Downstairs Meeting Room

Donna Rogers, noted
local equestrienne
and owner of a farm
in Hamilton listed as
a “Bi-Centennial
Farm” for the State of
Virginia, will discuss
the horse in Loudoun
County and its
importance both 
historically and 
economically. 

Restoring America’s
Treasures – 
Dodona Manor
Anne H. Horstman
Sunday, September 19, 2004
1-3 pm
Downstairs Meeting Room
Light Refreshments

Anne Horstman, a visiting lecturer on historic 
preservation, has been with The George C. Marshall
International Center since 1998.  She is overseeing the
five-year restoration of Dodona Manor including
restoration of the early 19th century structure,
conservation of the Marshall collection of furniture
and memorabilia, and recreation of four acres of 
gardens and grounds.  She will discuss restoration 
of Dodona and what is involved in restoring national
historic structures. 

Planning for Successful
Research in 
Northern Virginia
Marty Hiatt, CGRS
Saturday, September 25, 2004
10 am – 3 pm
Bring a bag lunch and beverage
Pre-registration required: 703 737-7195

Come spend the day
learning ins and outs of
records and repositories
in the counties of
Arlington, Alexandria,
Fairfax, Fauquier,
Loudoun, and Prince
William.  Marty Hiatt,
author of 3 books on
Loudoun County,
Governor for the
Virginia Genealogical Society, editor and publisher
of Northern Virginia Genealogy, a journal devoted to
families and records of Old Prince William, and a
board certified genealogical researcher and records
specialist, will offer insights from her personal and
professional experience doing research in several
Northern Virginia counties.  She will begin by dis-
cussing settlement and migration in the Northern

Neck and then move on to Virginia information
found at state and national levels.  This is an

excellent opportunity to start researching a
difficult family history, learn the how-to of
basic genealogy, or brush up on your
research skills.

Manager’s Musing
Just eight short months ago I arrived in
Leesburg to take over the helm of
Thomas Balch Library. Though rather a
drab time of year the reception was
warm and welcoming.  Since then there
have been many opportunities to meet
with supporters, friends and patrons of
the library.  Many have made special
trips in to share their experiences and
hopes for the Balch Library. I have lis-
tened carefully and hope to meet, with
your continuing support, the challenges
you have presented.  It is this kind of
participation and enthusiasm that
makes working for the Thomas Balch
Library so special.

For those who visit the Library, you may see changes as materials are arranged to
provide better access, gain space in areas with growing collections, and provide
safer environments for priceless collections such as the Yardley Taylor Map, now
located in a reduced lighting area in the Microfilm Room.  In response to expressed
concerns for safety and care of collections, sign-in at the desk is now required of all
visitors.  Special restrictions apply in using archival and photographic holdings, and
photocopying or duplication of such material may be limited depending on fragility,
size or condition of the item.  

In order to reassure those who have expressed concerns about inventory control, an
inventory of holdings – both printed and manuscript - was conducted this spring.
Catalogued items were scanned and matched to our records in Horizon, the online
catalogue we share with Loudoun County Public Library.  Manuscript collections
were inventoried manually.  To ease future inventories of special collections, an
acquisitions database has been created to account for donated materials.  Efforts
are also being made to provide better and broader access to manuscript holdings,
including oral histories and maps.  Continuing support of The Friends of the
Thomas Balch Library, Inc. is invaluable.  Since my arrival, they have provided 
several thousand dollars for conservation supplies, computer upgrades, and profes-
sional literature to assist in our efforts to better care for the holdings of TBL.

For those unable to visit Thomas Balch Library in person, a brochure 
“Professional Researchers and Other Research Facilities” is now available. We are 
in the process of revising our brochure and be sure to check out our new website:
www.leesburgva.org.

I look forward to a continuing association with Balch and all its many fine 
supporters, friends and patrons.

Alexandra S. Gressitt 
8/16/2004TBL Collection

D. Rogers

Recent Acquisitions
• National Ruritan, Aldie, VA Branch Minutes & Financial Records, 1972-2001, M3
• New Hampshire Marriage Licenses, Pauline Oesterlin
• Marriages of Roane County, TN, Edythe Whitley
• 1890 Indiana Gazetteer & Directory, Polk County
• State Census of North Carolina1784-87
• Lower Shenandoah Valley in the Civil War, Edward Phillips
• The Trail of Tears, Gloria Jahoda
• 1st Census of Texas 1829-36, Marion Mullins
• With Reverence for the Past: Gloucester County, Virginia, Martha McCartney

Donations and Gifts in Kind
With heartfelt thanks, we acknowledge many wonderful people and organizations for their
generosity and apologize for anyone we may have missed.

Anonymous
Ruth Bishop Estate
Amy Butoch
Christos Christou Jr.
William Donham
Friends of the Thomas  

Balch Library

Robert Gallagher
Barbara Gregg
Mari Maginn Hommel
Margaret Hopkins
Irene Jones
Deborah Miller
Elizabeth Brand Monroe

Christian Pulve
Muriel Stuart
Willis Van Devanter
Beth Waters
Robert Whitaker
Woman’s Club of

Loudoun, Inc.

And, our thanks to the Loudoun Library Foundation for a grant to purchase the following
microfilm:

Loudoun Times Mirror, 1970-1974, and 2003
Loudoun County Record of Free Negroes, 1844-1861
Loudoun County Naturalization Records, 1908-1910
Loudoun County Marriages 1872-1895
Loudoun County Marriages 1886-1914
Loudoun County Guardian Books: Vol. A 1759-1823, Vol. B 1823-1837, Vol. C 1838-1852,
Vol. D 1853-1859, Vol. E 1859-1870, Vol. F 1869-1875, Vol. G 1875-1886, Vol. H 1886-1904
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War of 1812 –
Intensive Workshop

Saturday, December 18, 2004
10 am – 3 pm
Bring a bag lunch and beverage and spend the day with 2 exceptional speakers,
James Lucier and Craig Scott, who will lead you through a war often referred to as
“the forgotten war” – its importance for establishing the United States as a self
sufficient country, less reliant on Europe, more western focused, AND who can 
forget The Star Spangled Banner?

James Monroe 
and the War of 1812
James Lucier
Saturday, December 18, 2004
10-12 noon
James Lucier is a Senior Fellow of the James Monroe
Memorial Foundation, former member of the Advisory
commission of the Thomas Balch Library, former staff
director of the U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign

Relations and author of The Political Writings of James Monroe.  Mr. Lucier will
discuss James Monroe and his part as Secretary of State during the War of 1812, or
the Second War with Britain. Battles were fought from Canada to New Orleans,
and it was during this war that the British captured and burned Washington.

Military Research – 
War of 1812
Craig Scott, CGRS
Saturday, December 18, 2004
1-3 pm
Craig Scott, CGRS, is a nationally recognized 
lecturer and author.  He will discuss the process of
researching soldiers who participated in the War of
1812 using resources at Thomas Balch Library and
those of the National Archives. Mr. Scott donated copies of the Muster Rolls of the
War of 1812 to our library. He is presently writing a book on the War of 1812,
specifically about military soldiers.  He has complied a list of over 6,000 dead, plus 

widows and orphans.

Clerk’s Office Tour – 
Historical Records
John Fishback
Monday, October 4, 2004
7-9 pm, Meet at Balch Library at 6:45 pm

John Fishback, Historic Records Manager for Loudoun County, will lead a tour
of the Clerk’s Office.  He will discuss the extent of Loudoun County’s record
holdings, where to look for records of births, deaths, and marriages, deeds, and
how to use these records in your research.  Please meet at Balch Library at
6:45 pm. No one is permitted to enter restricted areas of the Clerk’s Office after
7:00 pm, so we will leave the library, as a group, at 6:45 pm promptly.

Conference on the Art of Command 
in the Civil War
The 1864 Shenandoah Valley Campaign
presented by The Mosby Heritage Area Association
October 8-10, 2004
Middleburg Community Center
For information please call: 540 687-6681

Deed Research
Wynne Saffer
Saturday, October 16, 2004
1-3 pm, Downstairs Meeting Room

Wynne Saffer, author of Loudoun County, Virginia 1860 Land Tax Map, will use
a case study to demonstrate how to establish chain of title using deed indexes
and other types of land ownership changes such as wills, marriages, old adver-
tisements, and chancery cases.

APPRAISAL FAIR–
Balch Antiques Roadshow

Willis Van Devanter
Sunday, October 24, 2004
1-4:30 pm, Downstairs Meeting Room
Light Refreshments

Join us for the 4th semi-annual Thomas
Balch Antiques Roadshow.  Willis Van
Devanter is a noted appraiser of books and
works of art, chief buyer for the Paul
Mellon Collection from 1957 to 1973 and
acting curator of Graphic Arts at Princeton
University in the late 50’s.  

Verbal appraisal fee is $5.00 per item, with
Mr. Van Devanter donating all proceeds to
Thomas Balch Library for preservation and
conservation of archival materials. He will
appraise books, maps, prints, manuscripts,
and small objects.  Please no weapons or  

dolls. Cash or check only.

Census Records – 
Who, What, Why, When and Where
Saturday, October 30, 2004
1-4 pm, Downstairs Meeting Room

Staff specialists LaVonne Markham and Mary Fishback will discuss ins and
outs of using the census – printed indexes, information sheets, and online 
subscriptions.  Ms Fishback will discuss history of the census, what censuses
where taken locally, nationally, and internationally, and tips on using census
information.  Ms Markham will demonstrate, using LCD projection, our online
subscriptions in researching census records: AncestryPlus, HeritageQuest, and
Genealogy.com 

Preserving the White House
Neil Horstman
Sunday, December 5, 2004 
1-3 pm, Downstairs Meeting Room

Neil Horstman, current president of the
White House Historical Association and
past Resident Director of Mt. Vernon,
will discuss the recent history of re-
decorating and refurbishing State rooms
of the White House. His talk will begin
with Jacqueline Kennedy’s interest and
active participation in restoring White
House rooms and will emphasize the 
role of the private sector in preserving
historical collections.

TBL Collection

Winslow Williams Collection

Civil War Round Table
Meets 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in Loudoun County
history during the Civil War period.

For information: 540 822-4480

September 14: Mark Ragan – The Story of the Hunley
October 12: Teej Smith – The Execution of Two Confederate Spies
November 9: Keith Young – Point Lookout: A Prisoner’s View
December 14: Kevin Rawlings – Civil War Santa

Can you identify 
this photograph?
Please call the library with any 
information you may have.

703 737-7195

National Archives and
Records Admin.

Library of Congress

jyoakum
Text Box
Balch Antiques Fair

jyoakum
Text Box
Fair.
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Book Signing

Round Hill, Loudoun County, Virginia

Ann Whitehead Thomas
January 29, 2005 • 2-4 p.m.

Join Ann Whitehead
Thomas, a native Virginian
and resident of Round Hill,
as she discusses and signs
her new book, Round Hill,
Loudoun County, Virginia.
The book is the story of a
small town from its begin-
nings to present day and is
beautifully illustrated with
maps and photos of many
historic buildings and

homes.  A mixture of courthouse records, Round Hill
Town Council minutes, old newspaper articles, census
records, church histories, family records, interviews
with local people, and much more, the book will be
available for purchase for $20 or you may bring your
own copy.

A Journey by Quilt

The Lewis and Clark Expedition

Annie Hulen
Saturday, February 12, 2005 • 1-3 p.m.

Annie Hulen, a collateral descendant of Meriwether
Lewis, Past President of The Meriwether Society, Inc.,
and a member of the Ketoctin DAR will talk about her
family quilt that depicts the Lewis and Clark expedi-
tion.  Each quilt block shows a different episode of
the expedition beginning in Virginia and continuing
through Missouri into the Dakotas and finally the end
of the journey at Fort Clatsop.  The entire quilt is
handmade.  
Come hear this
fascinating story
and see an 
amazing quilt!
Please call to
assure a seat for
this outstanding
and interesting
talk. (No fee)

Loudoun Schoolgirl

Sampler Survey
Betty Whiting Flemming
Curator Emeritus of the Loudoun Museum
Saturday, February 19, 2005 • 10-4 p.m.

Thomas Balch Library, Loudoun Museum, and
Loudoun Sampler Guild are co-sponsoring a survey
to record information on as many Loudoun school-
girl embroideries as possible.  Information gathered
will be deposited in archives at Loudoun Museum
and Thomas Balch Library and shared with the
National Society of the Colonial Dames. Owners of
Loudoun schoolgirl embroidered samplers are invit-
ed to bring their treasures for photographing and
documenting.  There is no fee for this service. 
Please schedule an appointment by calling Betty
Flemming at 703 777-2947.

Clerk’s Office Tour
Historical Records

John Fishback
Monday, February 28, 2005 • 7-9 p.m.  
Meet at the Balch Library at 6:45 pm

John Fishback, Historic Records Manager for
Loudoun County, will lead a tour of the Clerk’s
Office.  He will discuss the extent of Loudoun
County’s record holdings, where to look for records
of births, deaths, marriages, and deeds and how to
use these records in research.  Please meet at

Thomas Balch Library at 6:45 pm.  No one is
permitted to enter restricted areas of the
Clerk’s Office after 7:00 pm, so we will leave
the library, as a group, at 6:45 pm promptly.
To register, please call 703 737-7195. (No fee)

Manager’s Musing

As year end approaches we often sit back and
muse on the many and varied events of the pass-
ing year and pause to think where these experi-
ences will take us in the future.  Since the last
Balch Column, many exciting programs and
events have occurred at Thomas Balch Library –
just four among these are: a book signing, the 2004
Loudoun History Awards, presentation of a paint-
ing to the library and a two part workshop on the
War of 1812.  On November 9, Thomas Balch
Library hosted a book signing by James A.
Morgan, III, for his recently published volume, A
Little Short of Boats: The Fights at Ball’s Bluff and
Edwards Ferry (2004).  This year on November 14,
four Loudoun County residents, Rachel Yarnell
Thompson, Peggy Sands Drummond, Carol Morris
Dukes and Marty Hiatt, were recognized for their

contributions to the preservation and dissemination of Loudoun County history. On
December 4, Katherine Summers, a local artist, teacher, musician and member of
the Black History Committee of Friends of the Thomas Balch Library, Inc., presented
a painting entitled “The Legacy: The Virginians…’This Far by Faith’” to Thomas
Balch Library in thanks and recognition for the important work librarians do for the
community.  The oil and acrylic painting, filled with bright colours and images, is on
display in the Howard Clark Room of Thomas Balch Library. On December 18, we
were privileged to host a two part program on James Monroe and the War of 1812.
James P. Lucier, Sr., spoke on James Monroe’s involvement in the war nobody really
wanted and Craig Scott talked about the process of researching soldiers who fought
in the War of 1812.  A copy of Mr. Lucier’s presentation is available for perusal at the
Library.  If you missed these outstanding programs be sure to check our spring
offerings.  From book signings to a presentation on prominent women and
genealogical workshops there is a class or an event to interest anyone.

Among our many activities is the collection and preservation of printed, manuscript,
photographic and genealogical documentation of Leesburg, Loudoun County and
surrounding region.  We actively seek and welcome donations of original business
records, diaries, correspondence and photographs (with identification) to document
the life, culture, and history of Leesburg and Loudoun County. These materials are
carefully processed, described, catalogued in the National Union Catalog of
Manuscript Collections (accessible through Library of Congress website) and made
available for research use. Photographic images are scanned and indexed.  We also
purchase, and accept by donation, published works that include information about
Leesburg, Loudoun County, Civil War, War of 1812, Revolutionary War, and local 
and regional history and genealogy.  The strength of our collections reflects the
generosity of our many donors. 

Thanks to all who have made this a successful year – our friends, patrons, donors,
Library Advisory Commissioners, and Friends of Thomas Balch Library, Inc.  

Alexandra S. Gressitt 
12/20/04

Artist Donates Painting 

to Thomas Balch Library

Artist Katherine Summers,
a Purcellville native, retired
Loudoun teacher, and 
member of the Black 
History Committee of 
Friends of the Thomas 
Balch Library, Inc., presented
Thomas Balch Library with 
a painting entitled “The
Legacy: The Virginians…
’This Far by Faith.’” The
painting, done in brightly 
colored oil and acrylic,
depicts images related to
Loudoun County’s African
American history. Ms
Summers associates with the
painting’s theme of passing on legacies to new generations with a 19th century quilt she
received from her grandmother.  The painting is on view in the Howard Clark room until
its installation later in the year.

Donations and Gifts in Kind
Heartfelt thanks to the many individuals, organizations, and volunteers who so kindly
donated materials and services. It is with the addition of generous gifts such as these 

that our collection continues to grow.
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Notable Women in 

Northern Virginia’s Past
Sandra Treadway
Wednesday, April 6, 2005 • 7-9 p.m.

Sandra Treadway, deputy 
director of The Library of
Virginia, editor of the Library’s
ongoing multivolume
Dictionary of Virginia
Biography from 1983-1993, and
editor of the Common Wealth:
Treasures from the Collections
of the Library of Virginia, Dr.
Treadway will talk about a
number of women from the
colonial period through the
twentieth century from the
greater Leesburg area 

discovered during the course of research at The Library of Virginia for their
Dictionary of Virginia Biography project.  She will discuss each woman as an
individual and then discuss ways in which our understanding of Virginia’s past
looks different when we factor in contributions, activities and experiences of
women in the wider historical narrative.
Please call to assure seating at this popular talk. (No fee)

Beginning Genealogy
Jinx Hartung
Saturday, April 9, 2005 • 10-12 noon

Jinx Hartung has an
unusual name and
unusual ancestors 
who have led her 
on a merry chase 
for over 25 years.  It
seems her ancestors
never owned property,
never attended a local
church, never kept
records in the local
courthouse, never 
had a will and most
died without issue.  
And, you think you have research problems!  Ms Hartung will give tips on
names, locality research, organization of papers, and other things that help you
trap your ancestor in time and space.  Register at 703 737-7915 (No fee)

Intermediate Genealogy
Jinx Hartung
Saturday, May 14, 2005 • 10-12 noon

Jinx Hartung follows her Beginning Genealogy course with Intermediate
Genealogy.  She will emphasize specific record research covering birth, mar-
riage and death records, wills and probate, land records, taxation, and more.
This is a chance to ask questions and get help on some of your problem
research areas. According to Ms Hartung one must have a sense of humor to
pursue this hobby. Register at 703 737-7195 (No fee)

Germans in the Lower 

Shenandoah Valley
Rebecca Ebert
Saturday, May 14, 2005 • 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Rebecca Ebert, Certified Archivist, has served
as Archives Librarian of The Handley Library
and the Winchester Frederick County Historical
Society since 1979.  She has co-authored 2
books: Finding Your People in the Shenandoah
Valley and Frederick County, Virginia: From the
Frontier to the Future. Ms Ebert will provide
an overview of the early German settlements in
Frederick and surrounding counties, including
information on research facilities and resources
to aid genealogists. There will be plenty of time
for questions.  Please call to reserve a space.
(No fee)

Civil War Round Table

Meets 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm
Membership is open to anyone with an interest in Loudoun County

history during the Civil War period.
For information: 540 822-4480

January - Tom McMahon, the Battle of Williamsburg
February - Third Annual Member’s Meeting (four members will 

speak on topics to be chosen by them.)
March - Chuck Muro, Battle of Chantilly
April - Kevin Levin, the Battle of the Crater
May - Charles Jacobs, US Navy officers who joined the Confederacy
June - Andy Talkov, All About Pamplin Park

Correction
Correction to The Thomas Balch Chronicle, the newsletter of Friends of
the Thomas Balch Library.

Please Note: the date of February 10, 2005, for the premiere of 
the commissioned video Looking Back at Leesburg with Wilson
Townsend, Jr. at the Tally-Ho Theatre, is incorrect.  The premiere has
been postponed due to technical problems until spring 2005.

Can you identify 

these photographs?

Can you identify either of these photographs?  The library has received a
collection of photographs, predominately formal portraits, documenting
Purcellville personalities.  If you are able to identify these, perhaps you
may be able to help with others.  Please call the library with any 
information. 703 737-7195

Our thanks go out to the many knowledgeable people who identified 
the photograph in our last issue of the Balch Column!
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Book Signing
In the Watchfires: The Loudoun
County Emanicpation Association,
1890-1971

by Elaine E. Thompson: Book
Signing, Author Talk and
Reception  
Saturday, 24 September 2005
3-5PM
Downstairs Meeting Room

Elaine E. Thompson, a retired
teacher, local historian, muse-
um consultant and author of
the recently published book In
the Watchfires: The Loudoun
County Emancipation
Association, 1890-1971, will
talk about and sign copies of
her book.  In the Watchfires

presents a well-documented and informed interpretation of
the Loudoun County Emancipation Association that con-
tributes not only to Loudoun County Virginia history, but to
African American and United States history.  It is a memoir
as well. You will not want to miss hearing Ms. Thompson 
as she brings the Emancipation celebrations to life and 
illuminates the community that created them. This event is
co-sponsored by the Black History Committee, Friends of
the Thomas Balch Library, Inc., and Thomas Balch Library.
To register, please call 703/737-7195 (No Fee; Books
Available for Sale) 

Clerk’s Office Tour
Loudoun County Courthouse
Historical Records
John Fishback
Monday, 3 October 2005 7-9PM
Meet at Thomas Balch Library at 6:45PM

John Fishback, Historic Records Manager for Loudoun
County, will lead a tour of the Clerk’s Office.  He will dis-
cuss the extent of Loudoun County’s records holdings,
where to look for records of births, deaths, marriages, and
deeds and how to use these records in research.  Please
meet at Thomas Balch Library at 6:45PM.  No one is per-
mitted to enter restricted areas of the Clerk’s Office after
7:00PM, so the group will leave the library promptly at
6:45PM.  To register, please call 703/737-7195 (No Fee)

Tracking Your Genes in
Genealogy: DNA Testing
Thomas H. Shawker, MD
Saturday, 8 October 2005 11AM 
Downstairs Meeting Room

This talk explains the principles behind Y chromosome
and Mitrochondrial DNA tests for genealogy, how to inter-
pret the results, and how you can use them for genealogy.
It assumes the audience has heard of DNA testing but has
absolutely no knowledge of what it consists of, how the
results are reported and understood, or how it is used in
genealogy.  Dr. Shawker is a research physician at the
National Institutes of Health with over 200 scientific publi-
cations and numerous articles on genetics, family health
history, and medical history geared to genealogical audi-
ences. Dr. Shawker currently serves as Chairman of the
National Genealogical Society Family Health and Heredity
Committee and has spoken at numerous genealogy con-
ferences including annual meetings of the National
Genealogical Society, as well as the National Institute on
Genealogical Research and the Smithsonian. He is author
of the book Unlocking your Genetic History: A Step-by-
step Guide to Discovering your Family’s Medical and
Genetic Heritage. Nashville, TN: Rutledge Hill Press, 2004.
While this book will not be available for sale at the talk,
the author will be happy to autograph your copy.  The
book may be purchased on-line from the National
Genealogical Society or your preferred on-line bookstore.
To register, please call 703/737-7195 (No Fee)

Save The Date:
The Board of Directors and membership of Friends of the
Thomas Balch Library, Inc., will gather at the Library on

Sunday, March 5, 2006, at 2PM for its Annual Meeting.
Join us for this celebration and to help recap the
year’s many successful activities. As this is a
change of date from the last several years, please
mark your calendar for March 5, 2006.

Manager’s Musing
Guest Column from Town Manager

August 2005

Dear Patrons and Friends of Thomas Balch Library,

Welcome to the latest edition of the Balch Column. As
Leesburg’s new Town Manager, this is my first oppor-
tunity to say “thank you” for your interest in Thomas
Balch Library.  Whether a donor, volunteer, or patron,
your support is needed and very welcome.  If you have
never been to this very special history and genealogy
library, please take this opportunity to read the
“Column.” Thomas Balch Library is much more than a
building with books and documents.  History truly
does come alive with special programs and speakers.

Just a few of the special events in store for you this fall are:
• Elaine E. Thompson – author talk and signing of In the Watchfires:

The Loudoun County Emancipation Association, 1890-1971
• John Fishback - tour of Clerk’s Office, Loudoun County Courthouse
• Thomas Shawker, MD, of the National Institute of Health - 

speaking on DNA and Genealogy
• Marty Hiatt, CGRS - teaching introductory and subject area classes 

on Genealogy
• Teckla H. Cox and David A. Edwards - discussing historic house research,

and,
• Marc Leepson - author talk and signing Flag: An American Biography

Leesburg and Loudoun County are rich in history and tradition.  There is no better
memorial to our local history than Thomas Balch Library.  I see a very bright future
for the library as it matures in its second decade focused on history and genealogy.
The facility continues to be upgraded, the collection is robust, and special program-
ming is rich in content; all guided by a professional, caring and knowledgeable staff.
I hope you and your family will take the opportunity to visit the facility or partici-
pate in one of our many exciting programs mentioned above or elsewhere in Balch
Column.

I end where I began…with a “thank you” to our donors, volunteers, and patrons that
have helped make Thomas Balch Library a very special part of Leesburg.

With Warm Regards,
John Wells
Town Manager   

Artist Donates Painting 
to Thomas Balch Library

Black History Committee of Friends of the Thomas Balch Library, Inc., presents painting to
Thomas Balch Library: Over the last three years, renowned Virginia muralist and painter,
William Woodward, has worked with the Black History Committee to create a stunning
depiction of African American experiences in Loudoun County.  The unveiling was held at
the 10th anniversary celebration of the founding of the Friends of Thomas Balch Library, Inc.,
Sunday, May 22, 2005, and is now on permanent display in the Howard Clark, Sr., Room. 

Donations and Gifts in Kind
Heartfelt thanks to the many individuals, organizations and volunteers 

who have so kindly donated materials and services.  It is with the addition of 
generous gifts that our collection continues to grow.

Planning a research trip?
For information on our holdings,

visit our website 
http://www.leesburgva.gov/services/library/  

or request copies of our new and revised 
informational brochures by contacting 

the Library at 
balchlib@leesburgva.gov
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Beginning Genealogical Methods & Sources
Saturday 22 October 2005 9:30AM -12:30PM
Downstairs Meeting Room
Marty Hiatt, CGRS

Topics to be discussed include planning,
organization, finding vital records and using
census schedules. Marty Hiatt has been a
genealogist all her life, actively researching in
Northern Virginia for 15 years. She serves on
the board of the Virginia Genealogical Society,
and is the editor of Northern Virginia
Genealogy. Her most recent publication is
Marriage and Death Notices from the Genius
of Liberty, 1817-1843. Ms. Hiatt currently works on the Circuit Court Records
Preservation Project in the Loudoun County Courthouse archives. To register, please
call 703/737-7195 (Fee $10 per registrant) 

The Journey Through Hallowed Ground
Wednesday 26 October 2005 7-9PM
Downstairs Meeting Room
Cate Magennis Wyatt

The Journey Through Hollowed Ground began in 1996 as a public-private partnership
to raise national awareness of the heritage and cultural resources along the Old
Carolina Road, from Gettysburg, PA to Monticello, VA. This 175-mile corridor of the
mid-Atlantic region holds more history on the creation of the United States than any
other region in America.  Cate Magennis Wyatt, Executive Director of The Journey
Through Hollowed Ground has worked in both the public and private sectors including
serving as Secretary of Commerce and Trade for the Commonwealth of Virginia (1991-
1993) and as President of Remington International.  Don’t miss this opportunity to learn
where America happened. To register, please call 703/737-7195 (No Fee)

Researching Buildings
and Homes in Loudoun
County
Saturday 5 November 2005 1:30-3:30PM
Downstairs Meeting Room
Teckla Hilbert Cox and David A. Edwards

Buildings, like families, have histories and life
cycles.  Here is an opportunity to learn how to
research buildings and homes, historic or more contemporary, through use of such
resources as the Lewis-Edwards Historic Properties Files and other architectural survey
files. Both speakers have a wealth of knowledge and experience with Loudoun County
properties.  Teckla H. Cox has worked with an historic preservation consulting firm, the
first architectural survey of the Town of Leesburg, and Loudoun County Planning
Department where she specialized in historic and preservation planning.  David A.
Edwards, an architectural historian, is Director of the Winchester Regional Office of the
Virginia Department of Historic Resources and has conducted surveys of historic archi-
tecture in Alleghany, Bath, Highland, Loudoun and Rappahannock counties. To register,
please call 703/737-7195 (No Fee) 

Saints and Sinners: Find Your Ancestors in
Church and Court Records
Saturday 12 November 2005 9:30AM-12:30PM
Marty Hiatt, CGRS
Downstairs Meeting Room

Most of our ancestors had a connection with one church or another. The type of family
information that might be found in church records depends on the denomination, the
time and location, and of course, the man in charge.  Ordinary citizens are frequently
found among county level court orders, minutes, and civil suits. These will be
explained briefly and participants will have a hands-on opportunity to examine old
written records. Marty Hiatt has been a genealogist all her life, actively researching in
Northern Virginia for 15 years. She serves on the board of the Virginia Genealogical
Society, and is the editor of Northern Virginia Genealogy. Her most recent publication is
Marriage and Death Notices from the Genius of Liberty, 1817-1843. Ms. Hiatt currently
works on the Circuit Court Records Preservation Project in the Loudoun County
Courthouse archives. To register, please call 703/737-7195 (Fee $10 per registrant)

Thomas Balch History Awards
Sunday 13 November 2005 1-3PM
Downstairs Meeting Room

Commissioners of Thomas Balch Library will present the thirteenth annual Thomas
Balch History Awards. This event honors individuals who have made significant contri-
butions to preserving Loudoun’s past through collection of county documents and
memorabilia, preservation of historic landmarks, visual arts, writing, and long-time
commitment to local history organizations. For information on nominating individuals,
contact the Library Manager at 703/737-7195. 

History of the Horse in Loudoun County
Saturday 3 December 2005 1-3PM
Downstairs Meeting Room
Steven Miller

Come hear Lovettsville native Steven Miller talk about the history of horses and their
economic and social value to Loudoun County. Tack and gear will be on display. Miller
and his wife Carol own and operate George’s Mill Riding Stables. Miller is a member of
the Board of Directors, Loudoun Horse Association and member of the Lovettsville
Historical Society. To register, please call 703/737-7195 (No Fee)

Civil War Round Table
Meets 2nd Tuesday of the month except July and August at 7:30 PM.

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in Loudoun County history during
the Civil War period.  For information: 540/822-4480 or scalpem@megapipe.net

September 13: Gary Ecelbarger – Jackson in Clarke County

October 11: Bill Wilkin – Senator Edward D. Baker

November 8: Tom Clemens – How McClellan Won the Battle 
of Antietam

December 13: Richard Crouch – A Christmas Spy Story:
Laura Ratcliffe and Antonia Ford

Book Signing and Author Talk
Flag: An American Biography
by Marc Leepson 
Sunday 4 December 2005 1-3PM
Downstairs Meeting Room

Journalist, historian, and author of the highly acclaimed
Saving Monticello, Leepson uncovers scores of little-
known, fascinating facts as he traces the evolution of
the American flag from the Colonial period to its promi-
nent role as a symbol of American resolve in today’s 
war against terrorism. Flag sifts through the historical
evidence to—among many other things—uncover the
truth behind the Betsy Ross myth and to discover the
true designer of the Stars and Stripes. The book also
shines informing light on a string of colorful and 
influential Americans who shaped the history of the
American flag.  To register, please call 703/737-7195 
(No Fee – Books available for sale) 

Help identify people in this photograph taken at Lincoln
High School during the 1920’s or 30’s.  Call 703/737-7195
or email: Balchlib@leesburgva.gov with identifications.

Photographic Mysteries:
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