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PLEASE NOTE: Always check the most recent version of the Zoning Ordinance and other governing documents to ensure that your project meets the
applicable regulations in the Town of Leesburg (i.e. setback, fence height) and the most recent version of the Design Review Procedures Manual for
more information on how to plan a project and obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness.
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The relationship between a historic building and its site,
landscape features, outbuildings, and other elements within
the property boundary all contribute to the historic district’s
overall image. They are considered an important part of any
project reviewed by the Board of Architectural Review (BAR).
Site design is a very important component in helping to define
the distinctive character of each neighborhood. There is
considerable variety in site design and elements between and
within the various areas of the Old and Historic District as
discussed in Chapter III, Section B. In the downtown section
of the district, many buildings cover most of the lot, and
therefore, provide limited opportunities for site improvements
except behind the structures.
Residential neighborhoods of the historic district are more
likely to have gardens and yards, often with larger lot sizes
and more open space as the distance from the historic core
increases. Existing trees, plants, fencing, walls, walkways, and
other outbuildings help to define the character of the district.
New site elements should be selected to harmonize with the
property’s history and development.
When making changes to a property within the Old and
Historic District, the entire site should be studied to better
understand its original design and its context within the

district. When planning changes to a site in the historic
district, the new plan should reflect the site traditions of the
area and fit the scale of the lot. Consideration should be
given to using different types and sizes of plantings that will
create scale, define edges, and, where appropriate, enclose the
outdoor spaces of the site.
The design of the entire property, including the areas behind
the building, should be considered when planning site
improvements. The area behind a commercial building may
be a utilitarian space for deliveries and storage of discarded
goods. However, in some cases the rear of a building may
provide the opportunity for a secondary entrance, particularly
if oriented to a public alley.
The appearance of the back area then becomes important to
the commercial neighborhood and to the individual business.
Customers may be provided with direct access from any
parking area behind the building. In these cases, the back
entrance becomes a secondary entrance to the business and
may be the first contact the customer has with the business.
Each of the following sections provides general guidance
on the site element character and maintenance, as well as
guidelines for the retention, repair, and replacement of
those elements.

Site features, including walkways, stairs, driveways and outbuildings, are important character-deﬁning elements for the district.
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A. Driveways, Walkways, and Parking Areas
Walkway, driveway and parking area
conditions vary within the OHD
neighborhoods and are largely defined
by the lot size and building coverage.
On smaller, traditionally residential
lots on streets with no sidewalks,
some parallel parking areas have been
surfaced in gravel between the right-ofway and the front yard fence line. These
dwellings often retain a walkway placed
perpendicular to the street and in line
with the front door.
As lot sizes and setbacks increase,
driveways and walkways become part
of the rhythm of Leesburg’s historic
residential areas. Walkways usually
connect the public right-of-way to the
front stoop or front porch of a residence
while a driveway will often lead to the
rear of a lot where it may terminate at a
historic outbuilding.
Parking for commercial uses in the
historic district varies from on-street and
alley parking at the core, to structured
parking serving the courthouse and
government complex, to surface parking
lots of differing sizes adjacent to or
behind established professional and
service businesses and multi-family
residential complexes.
Strategically placed landscape screening
can help to reduce the strong visual
impact that on-site parking areas can
create. Pedestrian walkways through
larger lots can often be enhanced with
lighting and plantings.
Note: During the project planning
phase, be sure to cross-reference
applicable regulations in the Leesburg
Zoning Ordinance and Design and
Construction Standards Manual.
Changes to existing driveways must
be reviewed and approved prior to
beginning work. Do not alter existing
paving without review and approval by
the Preservation Planner.
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Driveways, parking
areas and walkways
in the less dense parts
of the district are an
important part of the
district character.
Existing examples can
provide inspiration for
appropriate treatments.

In areas with smaller
residential lots, parking
is accommodated on the
street or close to the
side of the houses.

Downtown, on-street
parking exists on many
streets; the remainder
of the parking is
accommodated in
structures or in midblock surface lots.
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1.

2.

Retain existing historic walkway
materials including brick, concrete,
and stone.

3.

Repair existing historic materials
in-kind by matching the materials
and pattern of the historic paving.

4.

Replace damaged areas of
paving with materials that
match the original.

5.

Widening or changing the
configuration of existing driveways,
walkways, and parking areas is
appropriate when the new design
respects and retains historic
materials and character.

6.

Improvement of the existing paving
materials of driveways, walkways,
and parking areas is appropriate
when the new material respects
and retains the historic character
of the property.

Existing driveways were often paved in brick or pavers and were designed to integrate with the
materials and design of the sidewalks and other adjacent elements.

Ribbon concrete and stone driveways are common in the district and should be retained.

Existing Driveways,
Walkways and Parking Areas
Retain existing historic paving
materials used in driveways
including brick; stone; patterned,
scored, exposed aggregate and
ribbon concrete.

Historic walkways are often constructed of brick.
Stairs which lead from the walkway to the sidewalk
may be an important character-deﬁning site feature and
should be retained.
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A. Driveways, Walkways, and Parking Areas, continued

7.

New Driveways, Walkways
and Parking Areas
Locate driveways and parking to
the side and/or rear of new and
existing buildings.

8.

Ensure that new paving materials
are compatible with the character of
the area.

9.

Ensure that the design of any new
parking area or structure has the
least impact on adjacent properties
and adheres to Guidelines for New
Construction found in Chapter V of
this document.
Locate parking behind buildings in traditional commercial areas.

Any detached commercial structure should locate
parking to the sides and behind the building, and
screen the parking with landscaping or walls.

Locate residential parking beside or behind the house.

A new parking structure should include features and
materials similar to any other new building in the district,
such as this Fredericksburg example.

36

Leesburg Old and Historic District Design Guidelines

The entrance to Leesburg’s municipal garage is landscaped to soften the appearance of
the structure.
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This parking area,
located between two
buildings, is screened
from the street by a
combination of a fence
and landscaping.

The addition of
landscaping within large
parking areas softens the
impact of the paving and
provides shade.

10. When designing a large parking
area or the placement of parking
next to residential properties, use a
combination of screening methods,
including fencing, walls, trees, and
shrubs to soften the impact.
11. When lighting parking areas, use
shielded lights that illuminate the
road surface, and use historically
appropriate pedestrian-scaled
walkway lighting. Select fixtures
that reflect the character and
period of significance for the
district. See Section C of this
chapter for more information on
appropriate lighting.
Inappropriate Treatments
for Driveways, Walkways
and Parking Areas
 Do not place areas for driveways
and parking in the front yard.

Lighting within parking
lots should provide
adequate light for
safety and should be
incorporated into the
design of the parking
area and buildings.

Garages should not be placed in front of
residential buildings, as shown here.

 Do not use large expanses of bright
white or gray concrete surfaces and
asphalt in visible areas.
 Do not demolish historic buildings
for any parking areas or facilities.
See Chapter VIII for more
information on the demolition of
historic structures.

Parking should be accommodated behind commercial buildings as shown in the examples above.
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B. Fences and Walls
There is a great variety of fences and
walls in the district, particularly in
some of the residential neighborhoods.
In many of Leesburg’s residential
neighborhoods, garden fences help
delineate the street space.
The character of Cornwall Street, for
example, derives as much from the
large shade trees and uniform fencing
that border the public way as from the
buildings. Along Cornwall Street, the
fences clearly separate public and private
space while the uniform heights enhance
the pedestrian scale and character of the
right-of-way.
Fence and wall materials in each of
the neighborhoods may relate to
materials used on the structures and on
the site and may include wrought iron,
wood, cast concrete, stone, brick, and
concrete coping.

1.

2.

Existing Fences & Walls
Retain and repair existing
historic fences and walls. When
repointing brick or stone walls,
follow the maintenance information
in Appendix B: Maintenance and
Rehabilitation.

Fences and walls in the Old and Historic District, include wrought iron and picket fences, stone and
brick walls, and combinations of these materials.
Fences and walls
are commonly used
to separate the
public space from
the private, between
buildings, for private
outdoor spaces or
parking areas.

As a last resort, replace existing
historic fences and walls by
matching the material, height, and
detail. Replacement of existing
fences and walls must be approved
prior to beginning work.

In the farther outlying areas of the district, more rural plank fences are common.
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3.

Wrought iron fence

Two types of wood picket fences

Brick pier with a simple wood
picket fence

Stone wall

Decorative wood picket fence

Stone wall with decorative
wood picket fence behind

New Fences & Walls
The design of new fences and walls
should complement materials and
designs found in the neighborhood.
Historically appropriate materials
include wood, brick, iron, stone,
concrete and plantings.

4.

The height of the fence or wall
generally should not exceed the
average height of other fences and
walls of surrounding properties. It
must also conform to the applicable
Zoning Ordinance regulations.

5.

The setback of the fence or
wall should generally be
consistent with the average
setback of the fences and walls
of surrounding properties.

6.

The scale and level of ornateness
of the design of any new fences or
walls should relate to the scale
and ornateness of the historic
building. Simpler and smaller
designs are most appropriate on
smaller size lots.
Inappropriate Treatments
for Fences & Walls

Simple plank fence

 Do not use fence or wall materials
that are inconsistent with the visual
characteristics of traditional fence
and wall materials in Leesburg.
 Do not paint, parge, or stucco existing walls unless they were originally
covered with this material, because
these treatments will cause irreparable damage to the historic material.

Decorative plank fence design

 Do not use clear water-repellent
or waterproofing treatments on
masonry unless approved by the
Preservation Planner or the BAR.

Privacy fence with a combination of brick piers and wood privacy fencing
with transition to lower picket fence

Leesburg Old and Historic District Design Guidelines
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C. Lighting
Traditionally, there was little or no
site lighting on private residential or
commercial sites. Presently, there is a
wide variety of site lighting found
within the district, including historically
styled fixtures, utilitarian lighting,
floodlights and lights mounted on
buildings. The Preservation Planner
and the Board of Architectural Review
(BAR) review the design, material,
finish, placement, height and intensity
of light of the fixture.
There are many light sources with
differing color characteristics.
Traditional incandescent, mercury
vapor, sodium vapor, metal halide, and
fluorescent lights all give off a different
hue. BAR applications must conform
to the Town’s Design and Construction
Standards Manual (DCSM) and the
Zoning Ordinance and may require
submission of a lighting plan to confirm
that the project meets the regulations.

Lighting Technology
Candle Power: 1620 to 1850. Candles were used as a source of light until the
1850s but continue in the present to be used for social purposes.
Oil Burning Light Fixtures: 1783 to 1859. Various types of oil were used until
the 1854 discovery of kerosene, which largely replaced all other types of oil for
oil-burning light ﬁxtures.
Gas Lighting: 1817 to 1930. Gas lighting dates from the 1790s but did not come
into wide use until 1817 with the installation of gas street lighting in Baltimore,
Maryland. The installation of gas lights in city residences occurred in the 1840s
and 1850s.
Electric Lighting: 1879 to present. Electric lighting became available in the
1880s and 1890s. The bulb with a frosted interior did not become available until
1925.

Porch lighting of various scales and designs can be found throughout the Old and Historic District. Often porch lighting is sufﬁcient for lighting a site.
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1.

Existing Lighting
Retain and repair historic light
fixtures when possible. Parts
may be located through salvage
companies or the internet.

2.

Replace a historic light fixture
only when parts for the existing
fixture can no longer be found
or replicated.

3.

Replace a historic light fixture
with one designed to complement
the character of the building. See
the following section on New
Lighting for more information on
appropriate replacement solutions.

Existing building lighting
should be retained and
repaired as necessary.
Appropriate styles for
new buildings can ﬁnd
inspirations in the designs
of existing ﬁxtures found
throughout the district.

Pole-mounted lights on residential properties provide
lighting for walkways and entries.
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C. Lighting, continued
4.

New Lighting
Use fixtures that are compatible
with the character of the
surrounding area and the new
or historic building and provide
subdued illumination.

5.

Choose a light intensity that
provides for adequate safety but
does not overly emphasize the
site or building or create a glare.
Often, existing porch lights may
be sufficient. Other options may
include low, below eye-level,
lighting for paths and walkways
and pole- or surface-mounted
fixtures at a height of six to
eight feet.

6.

Maintain a consistent hue or
perceived color when using multiple
lights in a project.

7.

Use spotlights to emphasize
key architectural features or
landscaping.

8.

Avoid the use of floodlights in
general, unless necessary for
security. When used, they should
be cast downward and away from
neighboring properties and should
be on motion-activated timers.

9.

Provide appropriate treatments
for lighting in parking lots,
including shielded parking lights
that focus light on the road surface
and historically appropriate
pedestrian-scaled walkway lighting.
Select fixtures that reflect the
character and period of significance
for the district.

Appropriate commercial building lighting includes historically
sympathetic designs such as lanterns and gooseneck ﬁxtures.

90º

80º

90º

80º

90º

80

A full cut-off ﬁxture (above left) does not allow any light to shine above the ﬁxture. A semi-cut-off ﬁxture
(center) allows only minimal light above the plane of the ﬁxture. Traditional acorn-style ﬁxtures may be
installed with interior caps so that light is directed downward.
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D. Mechanical Equipment,
Utilities & Refuse Screening
Site appurtenances include overhead
wires, fuel tanks, utility poles and
meters, antennae, exterior mechanical
units, and trash containers. The
placement of these items can either have
a neutral impact on the character of the
site and structure or detract from its
historic appearance.

This view of the rear of a
residence shows the appropriate
locations for site appurtenances
and mechanical equipment.

Screening of mechanical units with a brick wall or wood fencing accented by plantings may be
appropriate treatments.

Site features fall into two categories;
those features that can be controlled
by the property owner – antennae,
satellite dishes, mechanical units, trash
containers, etc.; and those that cannot –
overhead wires, utility poles, etc.
1.

For existing buildings, locate
appurtenances in inconspicuous
areas on the side and rear of
the building and screen with
appropriate plantings or fencing
so they are not visible from public
rights-of-way. Consolidate in one
location when possible.

2.

For new construction, integrate
screening of site appurtenances
into the overall design of the site
and building.

3.

Place utility lines underground
wherever possible.

4.

Place antennae and satellite dishes
away from the primary facade.
Inappropriate Treatments for
Mechanical Equipment and
Utilities and Refuse Screening

 Do not mount rooftop units on
primary elevations or so that
they are visible from public
rights-of-way.

A brick wall, recessed from the wall plane of
this new hotel in a historic district, blocks the
view of rooftop mechanical units.
Leesburg Old and Historic District Design Guidelines
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E. Outbuildings, Garages, Pools,
and Other Site Features
Many properties in the Leesburg Old
and Historic District retain their original
outbuildings. The most common
outbuildings are sheds and garages.
Other site features may vary considerably
and may include fountains, pools,
trellises, and recreational spaces.
1.

Retain and repair historic
outbuildings, garages and other
site features following the
Guidelines for the Preservation and
Modification of Existing Structures
found in Chapter IV.

2.

Design new outbuildings and
other site features to be
compatible with, but subordinate to,
the style of the primary building on
the site, especially in materials and
roof slope. Refer to the Guidelines
for New Construction and Additions for
additional information on materials
and other considerations.

3.

Place new outbuildings to the rear
of lots. Alternatively, an outbuilding
may be placed to the side of the main
dwelling without extending in front
of the centerline of the house.

4.

Design new outbuildings to be
subordinate to the primary
structure so they do not overpower
the primary structure or the size
of the lot.

5.
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Relate the design and location of
any new site feature to the existing
character of the property.
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The placement of garages
and outbuildings should
be behind the centerline
of the main building and
preferably as far to the
rear of the lot as possible.

These three examples of outbuildings which
exist in the Old and Historic District provide
appropriate examples for new outbuildings: all
coordinate with the primary structure.
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F. Accessibility
Access ramps and lifts are a necessity
for many older historic buildings that
were not built with at-grade entrances.
The Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) requires that places of public
accommodation be accessible to
disabled users, or provide alternative
accommodations. Access ramps and
lifts can usually be added to historic
buildings without substantially altering
their historic significance if designed
carefully and sensitively.

This new accessible entrance to a traditional commercial building uses the
topography of the site to help make up the difference in grade.

1.

Access should be located at a welldefined entrance to the building
and where providing that access
will not cause permanent damage
to character-defining features
of the building.

2.

Design wheelchair ramps to have
the least visual effect on the
building and or setting.

3.

Materials and design details
used for ramps should be
compatible with existing material
on the building.
Inappropriate Treatment
for Accessibility

 Do not place a ramp over the
primary historic walkway or path.
This may impede normal
pedestrian access to the building.
On larger freestanding buildings on bigger sites, which may be more
typical for institutional buildings, the design of an accessible ramp can be
hidden behind a wall as seen in this example above. A railing that blends in
with the building color completes the design.
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