LEESBURG ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMISSION
TUESDAY
September 3, 2019
7:00 P.M.

Town Hall
Second Floor Conference
25 West Market Street
COMMISSIONERS
Maria Bergheim (20)
Sarah Yeager (22)
Jennifer Chu (20)
Bobbi Elliott (22)
Gabriella Kelemen (22)
Vacant (20)
Paul Sheaffer (20)

If you require any type of reasonable accommodation, as a result of a physical, sensory or mental disability, to
attend and/or participate in this meeting, please contact Richard Klusek at 703-771-2758. Three days advance
notice is requested.

LEESBURG ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMISSION
Mission: To promote and protect the environmental interests of the Town.
MEETING AGENDA
Tuesday September 3, 2019
7:00 P.M. Second Floor Conference Room, Town Hall
1. Call to Order
2. Election of Officers
3. Approval of Agenda
4. Approval of Minutes: August 6, 2019*
5. Chairperson’s Statement
6. Petitioners
7. Staff Items (5 Minutes)
a. Recycling Dumpsters (LaFollette
8. Old Business (60 Minutes)
a. Goats/Herbicide Alternatives (Chu)
b. Recycling Retreat (Chu)
c. Recycling Dumpsters
d. Strategic Plan Update (Sheaffer)
e. Environmental Portal Update (Kelemen)
f. Smartphone Apps Update (Kelemen)
g. First Friday (Chu)
h. Good Forests (Chu)
9. New Business (30 Business)
10. Adjournment
(*) Material attached

If you require any type of reasonable accommodation, as a result of a physical, sensory or mental disability, to
attend and/or participate in this meeting, please contact Richard Klusek at 703-771-2758. Three days advance
notice is requested.

Town of Leesburg Environmental Advisory Commission
Meeting Minutes
August 6, 2019
The Town of Leesburg’s Environmental Advisory Commission (EAC) met on August 6, 2019 at 7:00
p.m. in the Town Hall at 25 West Market St., Leesburg, Virginia.
Call to Order: Vice Chair Chu (acting Chair) called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Roll Call:

Present: Commissioners Jennifer Chu, Gabe Kelemen, Paul Sheaffer, Maria Bergheim,
Bobbi Elliott and Sarah Yeager
Staff Representatives: Richard Klusek

Chairman’s Statement: Acting Chair Chu stated the EAC lost two people but gained one, with a
vacancy still to fill.
Election of Officers:
Vice-Chair Chu was nominated as Chair and approved 6-0 (Bergheim motion, Kelemen second).
Kelemen was nominated as Vice Chairperson and approved 6-0 (Chu motion, Sheaffer second).
Approval of Agenda: The agenda was approved as presented. Added items - 1) Recycling dumpsters
at the old Walmart parking lot. 2) Recycling - general topics, and 3) Goats for weed control. Approved
6-0 (Elliott motion, Kelemen second)
Approval of Minutes: There being no corrections, the meeting minutes of June 4, 2019 were approved
as presented. Approved 4-0 with Bergheim and Yeager abstaining (Kelemen motion, Chu second).

Petitioners: Chris Olderman. Mr. Olderman spoke about a Forest Garden at Ida Lee and presented
written information. The EAC discussed Richard Williams’ email about other current uses for the space.
Best practices of other communities such as Fairfax/George Mason University were discussed.
Discussed having Loudoun Soil and Water help – might provide grants. Also discussed using Eagle
Scouts looking for projects, and that a pilot using an acre could be a good start. Decision was made to
add to new business for next meeting and for Mr. Olderman to look into how GMU did it, and also talk
with Master Gardeners about their research area plots.
Staff Items:
a. Energy Savings Initiative (Klusek). Mr. Klusek stated the Town Council did not formally adopt
the Energy Conversation Plan, but that it was embraced by the Town Manager and that they will
be following the guidelines.
b. Herbicide Alternatives (Klusek). Mr. Klusek reported on the use of the goats, and stated it was
not without issues. Renee LaFollette will discuss the full details at the next EAC meeting. In
the meantime, if Commission members have questions, they can contact Ms. LaFollette.
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c. Recycling (Klusek). We discussed having a special meeting in October to focus on recycling,
including the EAC, Ms. LaFollette, and Patriot.
Old Business:
a. Strategic Plan Update (Sheaffer). Sheaffer presented details on the file he emailed the
Commissioners earlier in the day, and asked for written comments from Commissioners, and
stated he would add the near-term goals. The EAC’s aim is to present the document to Town
Council for their endorsement.
b. Environmental Portal Update (Kelemen). Kelemen presented the various pages in PowerPoint
and showed how the links work. The EAC discussed adding more photos. Three questions were
then discussed: 1) Is this headed in right direction? 2) What are priorities in terms of getting
information out there 3) How can we better present the information. The EAC discussed getting
an artist to make graphics – maybe engaging COPA. The Commissioners were asked to provide
feedback to Kelemen, provide more outside links, indicate pages that are not relevant, and make
comments on the pages they like.
c. Smartphone Apps Update (Kelemen).
Kelemen reviewed draft plan.
Discussed
miscommunication about who owns the app – the developers would own them. Discussed getting
businesses to provide an award, and partner with some other organization to run the program.
Decided making an official “Town of Leesburg” app would be very difficult, because then the
Town would have to be the owner. Also, discussed that maintaining the app could be a problem.
Commissioners to give Kelemen feedback. Given the school schedule, we wouldn’t start until
September 2020. Need to discuss at the next EAC meeting and decide if we want to pursue.
d. Acoustic on the Green Debrief (Chu). On July 10th the EAC had table focusing on recycling,
with very limited turnout. Discussed going after bigger events such as First Friday or the Air
Show. EAC voted to have Chu contact Rich Williams to look into these larger events. (Sheaffer
motion, Kelemen second, 6-0).
e. Green Business Award (Chu for Lafon). Discussed EAC sponsoring/administering the award.
Would have to come up with the criteria for the application. Chu will continue to get more
information. It was discovered there is already a “green award” – discussed having the EAC
strengthen existing award program. Need to continue conversations with Melanie Scott and get
more information on the existing award. Elliot agreed to take the lead.
f. Recycling (Chu). Discussed touring the recycling facility - looking for dates in October.
New Business:
a. Dumpsters at Old Walmart. Discussed dumpsters – need update from LaFollette to make
recommendation to the Town Council.

Adjournment: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:03 pm with a motion
(6-0) by Sheaffer and a second by Elliot.

Environmental Advisory Commission
About the Commission
The mission of the Leesburg Environmental Advisory Commission
(EAC) is to promote and protect the environmental interests of
the town. The EAC’s power and duties are to:
• Review planning and policy documents as they relate to the
environment;
• Offers recommendations regarding environment-related
issues at the request of the Town, including researching,
evaluating and proposing specific projects and options;
• Conduct outreach and promote environmental programs to
educate the public on environmental issues and initiatives;
and
• Recognize individuals and businesses committed to the
environmental welfare of the Town with an annual awards
program.
The EAC consists of seven residents, a staff representative from
the department of Planning, and a Council liaison.

Commission Members
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chair
Vice
Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner
Council Liaison

Group email: EAC@leesburgva.gov
Staff liaison: Rich Klusek, Senior Planner,
accepts correspondence on behalf of the EAC.

Meeting Documents
•
•
•
•
•

EAC Meeting Agenda and Attachments
EAC Meeting Agenda and Attachments
EAC Meeting Agenda and Attachments
EAC Meeting Agenda and Attachments
EAC Meeting Agenda and Attachments

Additional EAC documents, including approved meeting
minutes, are available for download here.
For previous years’ meeting packets and minutes, contact the
Staff Liaison.

Environmental
Portal
Visit the Environmental
Portal to get more
information about:
• Leesburg
environmental news
and events
• Recycling and other
environmental resident
services
• Tips for homeowners
on water and energy
conservation and
environmental
sustainability
• Upcoming educational
programs and events
• Environmental Awards
• Town environmental
policies, programs, and
reports

Environmental Portal
Welcome to the EAC Environmental Portal where you can
get information about what The Town of Leesburg is doing
to promote and protect its environmental interests and how
you can help and get involved.

Latest Environmental News
• Leesburg Town Council Votes to Use Goats Instead of
Glyphosate to Control Vegetation
• 2018 Tolbert Environmental Achievement Award to
Fran Grozier
• EAC Collects 600 lbs Trash to Promote Keep Leesburg
Beautiful
Environmental Portal
Recycling
Water Conservation
Energy Conservation
Sustainable Environment
Local Organizations
How You Can Help

• Mayor commits to water conservation challenge
• 2019 Rain Barrel Workshop Dates

Learn More About Environmental Issues

Environmental Links
 FIND OUT How You
Can Help the
Environment
 REPORT an
Environmental Problem
or Concern
 CONTACT Town Depts.
with your environment
questions and for more
information
Environmental
Information / Resources

• Recycling

• Environmental FAQs

• Water Conservation

• Town and County
Environmental Services

• Energy Conservation
• Sustainable Environments / Living
• Local Environmental Organizations

• Town Environmental
Policies, Codes,
Ordinances, etc.

•
Get Involved
in Local Environment Events
• Keep Leesburg Beautiful (April)
• Flower and Garden Festival (April)
• Water Conservation Challenge
• Rain Barrel Workshop (April, May)
• Support Local Farmers Markets
• Community Garden Plots (April - ?)
• Nomination for Environmental Awards (February - March)
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Participate in Local Environmental Events

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Keep Leesburg Beautiful
Leesburg Flower and Garden Festival
Rain Barrel Workshop
Annual Water Conservation Challenge
Farmers Markets
Opportunities for Students
Tolbert Environmental Award Nomination

Keep Leesburg Beautiful
Keep Leesburg Beautiful is an annual month-long opportunity
throughout April for residents, community groups, and
businesses to come together to make Leesburg a cleaner place
for everyone.
You can volunteer to help with litter collection and/ or storm
drain marking and inventory. For more information about KLB
events and how to get involved, click here.

Leesburg Flower and Garden Festival
For nearly 30 years, The Leesburg Flower and Garden Festival is an
annual rite of spring for the town. The festival is always the third
weekend in April and features more 150 vendors, live music
entertainment, activities for the kids, and delicious food.
Each year, the Leesburg Environmental Advisory Commission (EAC)
hosts a booth with educational information and activities, as well
as prizes for the public. Be sure to stop by. For more information,
click here.

Rain Barrel Workshop
The EAC partners with Loudoun Soil and Water Conservation District
(LSWCD) every year to offer residents Rain Barrel Workshops in April
and May.
Rain barrels help with water quality and water conservation. The
barrels capture water that runs off your house’s roof, reducing the
amount of storm water that flows into our storm sewer system.
Additionally, you can use the collected water in your barrel for your
lawn and garden. It’s free water.
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Participate in Local Environmental Events (cont’d)

Opportunities for Students
• Loudoun Student Environmental Action Showcase (SEAS)
An annual student environmental action event that seeks to
amplify youth voice in environmental problem solving by
showcasing how students have meaningfully contributed to
the environmental stewardship in Loudoun County.
• Loudoun SWCD Soil and Water Annual Poster Contest –
Contest starts in February and is open to all Loudoun County
students grades K-12.
• Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation
Districts Educational Foundation Scholarship – $1,000
scholarship awarded to Loudoun County students pursuing
curriculum related to natural resource conservation and/or
environmental studies

Tolbert Environmental Award
Help recognize our Town’s commitment to the environment by
nominating a person, group, or business for the annual Tolbert
Environmental Award. If you have questions, contact, who.

Leesburg and Loudoun Programs
In addition to the events listed above, be sure to check out
environmental programs in Leesburg and Loudoun. There’s a lot
going on that you can support or participate in. Here’s a few
things to get you interested in becoming more involved.
• Leesburg Farmers Market - Support local agriculture by buying
your fruits, vegetables, meats and eggs at the Leesburg Farmers
Market, every Saturday and Wednesday in the Virginia Village
Shopping Center on Catoctin Circle.
• Leesburg Native Tree Walk The Leesburg Garden Club celebrated
its 100th anniversary by planting 25 native trees in Ida Lee.
• Leesburg Tree Walk – The Leesburg Tree Commission promotes
tree preservation and planting and has created a walk highlighting
more than 20 mature native and exotic trees in our historic
downtown.
• Leesburg Bike Trail Network
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Local and Regional
Environmental Organizations

Leesburg Environmental Programs and Organizations
The following programs and organizations operate within Leesburg to
support the environmental.

Environmental Portal
Recycling
Water Conservation
Energy Conservation
Sustainable Environment
Local Organizations
How You Can Help

•

Environmental Advisory Commission, Town of Leesburg

•

Keep Leesburg Beautiful

•

Master Gardeners

•

Leesburg Garden Club

Loudoun County Environmental Programs and
Organizations
The following programs and organizations operate within
Loudoun County to support the environment.
•

Keep Loudoun Beautiful

•

Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy

•

Loudoun Environmental Stewardship Alliance

•

Loudoun Habitat for Humanity

•

Loudoun Watershed Watch

•

Loudoun Soil and Water Conservation District

•

Sustainable Loudoun

Regional and National Environmental Programs
and Organizations
The following programs and organizations operate within the
region to support the environment.
•

The Piedmont Environmental Council

•

Chesapeake Bay Foundations

•

Keep Virginia Beautiful

•

Northwest Virginia Regional GREENetwork

•

America Recycles

•

Earth 911
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Recycling
Learn how to recycle properly because it is importance and
soemthing about cost of recycling properly.

Leesburg Recycling Services and Schedules
The Town of Leesburg’s Department of Public Works website is a
great place to start to learn about recycling in our community. If
you have additional questions, contact who:
• Leesburg Trash and Recycling Services and Schedules
• Bulk and Oversized Items – What Can and Cannot Be Picked Up
• Yard Waste
Environmental Portal
Recycling
Water Conservation
Energy Conservation
Sustainable Environment
Local Organizations
How You Can Help

• Hazardous Household Waste
• Plastic Bag Recycling
• Community Document Shredding Events
• Specialty Item Disposal and Recycling – How and where you can
recycle items such as electronics, fluorescent bulbs and other items
• Recycling Drop-off Center

Recycling FAQs, and Do’s and Don’ts
• YES! Put These Items In Your Recycling Bin
• NO! Do Not Put These Items In Your Recycling Bin
• EAC pdf
• Leesburg Recycling FAQ
• Loudoun County Recycling Events and Centers
• A to Z Local Recycling Resources’ A list of local and regional recycling options put together by
Loudoun County
• What is Re-Using? If you can’t recycle an item, reuse or repurpose it.

Learn More About Recycling
Something here . Include links to
•
•

Reduce waste in your home
Other recycling educational resources
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Water Conservation – Above the Fold

Learn more about water conservation and safe drinking water.
• Clean Water Initiative
• Storm water
• FAQs about water conservation and safety

What Can You Do to Help Conserve and Protect Our Water?
Check out the following resources for information on water quality and water
protection:
• How You Can Conserve Water Indoors and Outdoors
Environmental Portal
Recycling
Water Conservation
Energy Conservation
Sustainable Environment
Local Organizations
How You Can Help

• Sanitary Sewers Education resources on how to protect our water quality.
Report illegal dumping into a sanitary sewer or other water body. Report
blocked inlets, drains or flooding.
• Slow the Flow: Here’s what you can do to conserve water at inside your
home and outdoors in your yard and garden
• How Your Lawncare Can Reduce Stormwater Pollution
• Living Green – A Guide to Stormwater Pollution Prevention - pdf
• Storm Drain Marking and Water Pollution Prevention – ppt
• Pet Waste and Water Safety
• PAWS for Clean Water
• Grease and Sewers – Do’s and Don’ts
• Spotting Illicit Discharge Activites
• FAQs / Did You Know
• Demonstration garden to plant water wise plants
• Storm Drain Marking and Inventory Program
• Non Governmental Volunteer Opportunities where are these posted?
• Protect your pipes to preserve health of water systems by proper disposal
of wipes, grease medication. Protect your pipes also here The Leesburg
Dept of Utilities has a list -- Learn about what not to flush
• Homeowners Guide to Maintaining a Rain Garden
• Tuscarora Creek Field Work and Baseline Assessments Summary 2007
• Fluoride in Your Drinking Water
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Water Conservation – Below the Fold

Local Water Conservation and Safety Groups
Something here . Include links to
• Leesburg Water Quality and Stormwater Management
• Another page about Leesburg Stormwater Management Program
• Loudoun Watershed Watch
• Virginia Department of Environmental Quality VA DEQ
• Northern Virginia Regional Clean Water Parkners
Environmental Portal
Recycling
Water Conservation
Energy Conservation
Sustainable Environment
Local Organizations
How You Can Help

• EPA and the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
• Virginal Department of Conservation and Recreation
• Here’s links from Utilities Department to Additional water Education
resources
• Annual Water Quality Report – Town of Leesburg
• Facts about lead levels and leesburg water
• Facts about fluoride and your drinking water
• Orgs
• Sites
• For more ideas, check out wateruseitwisely.com for 100 Ways to
conserve water
• Proper Disposal of Household Hazardous Waste PDF on how to
properly dispose of hazardous household chemicals to protect
waterways and the environment. National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System
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Energy Conservation
Saving energy is an important part of
protecting the environment. Even small
actions like turning off lights can have huge
impacts.

Energy Conservation
Something here . Include links to
•
•
•
•
•
Environmental Portal
Recycling
Water Conservation
Energy Conservation
Sustainable Environment
Local Organizations
How You Can Help

County programs
Guides
Solar
Renewable energy
Town Energy Conservation Plan 2009

What Can You Do?
Learn more about energy conservation, energy efficiency, and renewable energy.
•
•
•

How to Save energy at home
Transportation
FAQs / Did You Know

Local Energy Conservation Groups
Something here . Include links to
•
•
•

Gov
Orgs
Sites
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Sustainable Environment
Something about sustainable urban environments.

Environmental Protection and Sustainability
• Going Green: What is the difference between protection and
sustainability
• Environmental Pollution
• Air
• Light
• Noise
• Plants, Fertilizers, and Herbicides
• Insects and Pesticides
• Lymes Disease
• Mosquitos
Environmental Portal
Recycling
Water Conservation
Energy Conservation
Sustainable Environment
Local Organizations
How You Can Help

What Can You Do?
The Town of Leesburg relies on its residents to help in efforts to
protect our environmental assets and interests.
There’s simple things you can do every day that will make a
difference. For ideas, check out How You Can Help or contact
who.

Local Environmental Protection and
Sustainability Groups
If you are interested in learning more about sustainable
environments and participating in local events, workshops,
check out the following:
•
•
•

Master Gardeners
Orgs
Sites
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Tolbert Environmental Achievement Award - Nominate
Each year, the Leesburg Environmental Advisory Commission (EAC)
recognizes students, community groups, businesses, and individuals who
conduct or participate in activities that benefit the Town’s environment
with the John W. Tolbert Jr. Environmental Achievement award.
The EAC accepts nominations each year in February / March. Awards are
presented at the Town Council meeting in April / May.

Nominate Someone for the Tolbert Award
If there is an individual, student, group, or business you think has
demonstrated a commitment to protecting the Leesburg environment,
nominate them for the annual Tolbert Environmental Achievement
Award.
Environmental Portal
Recycling
Water Conservation
Energy Conservation
Sustainable Environment
Local Organizations
How You Can Help

•

Tolbert Nomination Form

History of the Tolbert Environmental Award
The Tolbert Award honors the life of John W. Tolbert, Jr. A county
resident since 1931, Mr. Tolbert served the Town and Loudoun County
and enriched the lives of its residents. Mr. Tolbert was the first African
American elected to the Town Council where he served for 14 years. He
served as Vice Mayor from 1988 to 1990. At the time of his death in
December 1999, Mr. Tolbert was the chairman of the EAC.
The John W. Tolbert Jr. Environmental Achievement Awards may be given
to any individual or group whose efforts have benefited Leesburg’s
environment through activities such as:
• Participation in recycling and use of recycled or repurposed
materials, including composting, collection programs, etc.
• Pollution prevention
• Waste reduction
• Protection of the natural environment
• Enhancement of the natural environment
• Cleanup of litter or debris
• Beautification
• Environmental education
• Monitoring the condition of Leesburg’s environment, such as
streams, habitat, etc.
Mr. Tolbert recognized that these activities are vital to sustaining the
quality and health of our community and significantly contribute to the
long-term well-being of our Town for generations to come.

Tolbert Environmental Award Recipients
Fran Grozier is the 2018 Award Recipient.
A complete list of recipients is available here.
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Tolbert Environmental Achievement Award - History

Each year, the Leesburg Environmental Advisory Commission
(EAC) and the Town Council accept nominations for the John W.
Tolbert Jr. Environmental Achievement award.
The EAC and Town Council present the award to students,
community groups, businesses, and individuals who conduct or
participate in activities that benefit the Town’s such as:

Environmental Portal
Recycling
Water Conservation
Energy Conservation
Sustainable Environment
Local Organizations
How You Can Help

• Participation in recycling and use of recycled or repurposed
materials, including composting, collection programs, etc.
• Pollution prevention
• Waste reduction
• Protection of the natural environment
• Enhancement of the natural environment
• Cleanup of litter or debris
• Beautification
• Environmental education
• Monitoring the condition of Leesburg’s environment, such
as streams, habitat, etc.
The EAC and the Town of Leesburg recognize that these activities
are vital to sustaining the quality and health of our community
and significantly contribute to the long-term well-being of our
Town for generations to come. They have presented the award to
the following for their environmental stewardship and
commitment:

Recipients of the Tolbert Environmental Award
2018
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007

Fran Grozier
Hasina Siddiq
Plum Grove (Re)Cyclery
Tuscarora High School Environmental Initiatives
Wks Family and Cub Scout Pack 982
Loudoun County High School Ecology Club and Chick-fil-A
Chiara Solitario, Felicity Francis and Julie Gurnee
Natalie Pien and The Econolgy Club at Smarts Mill Middle School
Doner Bistro
David Fuller and Kincaid Forest HOA
Elizabeth Coates, Emily Zatorski and South Street Under
Nicole Hamilton and The Loudoun County Master Gardeners Demonstration
Team
2006
Charles G. “Chuck” Jones, The Kincaid Forest HOA, Save the Trail, and Gem
Bingol
2005
Loudoun Country Day School and Loudoun Soil and Water Conservation District
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Herbicides: What You Need to Know

In April 2019, the Leesburg Town Council voted to end the spraying
of glyphosate along three waterways to keep stream blank floodway
channels open and in compliance with FEMA requirements. The
areas include Town branch, Carrvale Park swale, and Plaza Street
Bridge.
The Town will consider alternatives to the herbicide, including
options such as goats.

For more information on RoundUp and Glyphosate
Something here . Include links to
Environmental Portal
Recycling
Water Conservation
Energy Conservation
Sustainable Environment
Local Organizations
How You Can Help

County programs
Guides
Solar
Renewable energy

•
•
•
•

What Can You Do?
Something here . Include links to
•
•
•

How to Save energy at home
Transportation
FAQs / Did You Know
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How You Can Help The Environment
There are simple things you can do every day to help protect the
environment. The following links are intended to get you started with a
few ideas. If you have questions, please contact who for assistance.

At Home, what you can do to help the environment
Drink Tap Water – here are Cut down on shower time and
temperature
10 reasons why you should drink tap water instead of buying bottled
water. And you can use the TapIt mobile app to find free water on
the go
Turn down your A/C during the day and use blackout curtains
Green Cleaning - Clean your home using environmentally safe
products
Properly dispose of automotive fluids
Plant native plants
Compost
Use a rain barrel
Can the Grease - Green Tips for your Home, Yard
Don’t Pour Grease Down Your Drain – Here’s some fast FOG Facts
about fats, oils and grease and why you should Can the Grease and
Keep Our Drains Safe
Yard Landscape Management - Virginia Cooperative Extension
Plant a Tree – Leesburg Tree Selection Guide

•
•

•
•
Environmental Portal
Recycling
Water Conservation
Energy Conservation
Sustainable Environment
Local Organizations
How You Can Help

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

During the Day, what you can do when you are out and about to
help the environment
•
•

•
•
•
•

Carpool, bike or walk to your destination
Scoop Your Poot – Pick Up Pet Waste Do your part to eliminate
pet fecal waste from polluting our waterways by cleaning up after
your pet. For more information about Leesburg Town Code on pet
waste and other information, click here
Take the Leesburg PAWS for Clean Water Pledge
Throw trash into proper receptacle
Buy locally grown fruits, vegetables at Farmers’ Market
Use a reusable shopping bag

In Your Community, what you can do with to help the
environment
•
•
•
•
•

Get involved in local groups
Community garden
Alert town about Virginia Invasive Plant Species List
Participate in government
Volunteer to create butterfly way stations or help with clean ups
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Environmental FAQs
Residents often ask the same questions about environment and what they can
do, so below are links to answers to the common ones. If you still have
questions, please contact the appropriate department for assistance.

Recycling

Environmental Portal
Recycling
Water Conservation
Energy Conservation
Sustainable Environment
Local Organizations
How You Can Help

•

Recycling and trash - Follow the link to the Town’s FAQ

•

What’s going on with recycling? The answer is complicated.

•

Why do cities and counties recycle different things? Good
question.

•

How do I recycle things that aren’t listed?
Check Public Works and Loudoun County for info on where to
recycle … Pubic works picks up large items.

•

What should I do if I’m not sure if something should or should
not recycled?
If in doubt, throw it out.

•

Why can’t I put plastic bags in the recycling bin? It mucks up
the works.

Home and Garden
•

How do I get solar at my house?
Check.

•

What is renewable energy?
If in doubt, throw it out.

•

How do I get a compost bin?
Something

•

What do I do with all the Roundup I have in my garage that I
don’t want to use?
Something

•

Can I use fertilizer on my lawn?
Something

Community
•

What do I do if people don’t pick up after their pet?
Check.

•

How can I get involved? Links
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Contacts for Your Environmental Questions
If you have questions about environmental programs, issues, events,
please follow the links below for assistance.

Water-related Environmental Questions
The following departments and programs may be able to help
you with your questions.

Environmental Portal
Recycling
Water Conservation
Energy Conservation
Sustainable Environment
Local Organizations
How You Can Help

Storm water – Public Works
Water conservation - Utilities
Personal water usage - Utilities
Sewer and water quality
Drinking water
Water pollution
Erosion concerns
Pets waste and water quality – Parks and Rec
Rain barrel

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Home and Garden Environmental Questions
The following departments and programs may be able to help
you with your questions.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Recycling and trash – Public Works
Energy conservation
Solar and renewable energy options
Green cleaning
Biosolids
Composting
Herbicides
Native Plants and Zeriscaping
Planting trees
•
How to Plant a Tree
•
How to Plant a Seedling
•
What Not to Do to Your Tree

Community Environmental Questions
The following departments and programs may be able to help
you with your questions.
•
•
•
•
•

Commuting
Community gardens
Butterfly waystations
Native plants
Bicycle Network
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Town and County Environmental Services
Several of the services you get from the Town are part of its commitment
to the environment. Parks and Recreation supports green infrastructure
and sustainable maintenance of the Towns parks and recreation
facilities. Public Works’ recycling and storm water management are just a
few of its programs and activities that protect the environment.
If you have questions, please contact who for assistance.

Leesburg Environmental Programs and Services
The following services and programs support Town
environmental commitment.

Environmental Portal
Recycling
Water Conservation
Energy Conservation
Sustainable Environment
Local Organizations
How You Can Help

•

Trash and Recycling Services

•

Water Quality and Storm water Management
Program

•

Track Your Daily Water Usage and Receive
High Usage Alerts

•

Can the Grease Program – residential program
to prevent sewer backups

•

Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG) Program
(commercial)

•

Water Pollution Control Division

•

Biosolid Product – Tuscarora Landscapers
Choice

•

Tuscarora Landscaper’s Choice - Free Soil
Amendment Product for Residential Lawns
and Gardens – flyer

•

Leesburg Tree Walk – The Leesburg Tree
Commission promotes tree preservation and
planting and has created a walk highlighting
more than 20 mature native and exotic trees
in historic Leesburg

Loudoun County Environmental Programs and Services
Loudoun County also works to protecting the local environment through
the following services and programs.
•
•
•
•

Househould Hazardous Waste Collection Events
Clean Waters Initiative
Indoor Air Quality and Safety
Lyme Disease
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Town Environmental Documents
The Town of Leesburg has adopted measures, such as policies,
ordinance, codes, etc., to promote the protection of its environmental
assets. Staff is responsible for administering and interpreting the policies,
codes, and ordinances. The Town also conducts regular environmental
assessments and publishes the findings.
If you have questions, please contact who for assistance.

Environmental Policies, Ordinances, and Codes
The following documents address Town environmental issues.

Environmental Portal
Recycling
Water Conservation
Energy Conservation
Sustainable Environment
Local Organizations
How You Can Help

•

Town Plan – Natural Resources Policies,
Chapter 2
The amended 2012 Town Plan provides
guidance for establishing a natural resourcebased green infrastructure to mitigate the
undesirable impacts of the urban landscape on
the Town’s natural systems.

•

Floodplain, Creek Valley Zoning Ordinance
Regulations, Chapter 14
Article 14 of the ordinance promotes the
protection of water quality and the
preservation of environmental resources areas
by establishing standards to govern the
construction in areas near Town rivers and
streams.

•

Floodplain, Creek Valley Zoning Ordinance
Regulations, Chapter 14
Article 7 of the ordinance ….

•

Town Interactive Floodplain Map

•

Drought Assessment and Water Supply
Response

Town Environmental Plans, Programs, and Reports
•

2009 Town Energy Conservation Plan

•

2006 Urban Forestry Management Plan

•

2019 Town of Leesburg MS4 Program Plan (storm sewer system)

•

2015 Water Quality Report

 back

Report an Environmental Problem
If you need to let the Town know about an environmental problem or
concern, the following links may help you get to the right place.
If you have questions, please contact who for assistance.

Report Water-related Problems
Follow the links below to get information on how to report
water-related concerns / problems.

Environmental Portal
Recycling
Water Conservation
Energy Conservation
Sustainable Environment
Local Organizations
How You Can Help

•

Illegal discharge or dumping into storm sewer
systems

•

Dumping of hazardous materials into or
polluting into Town streams and waterways

•

Blocked drains, inlets, sewers and/or flooding

Report Environment / Trash-related Problems
Follow the links below to get information on how to report
environment and trash-related concerns / problems.
•

Illegal dumping of trash – identify

•

Vandalism of trees / public areas

•

Pet feces

•

Erosion and Sediment Control

Report Animal / Wildlife–related Concerns
Follow the links below to get information on how to report
environmental concerns / problems.
•

Animal Control (Loudoun County)

•

Suspected Herbicide poisoning

 back

Browse Documents

Docs found in
archive – this
page not to be
included in
portal
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EAC Student Environmental App Challenge / Contest DRAFT
	
  
	
  
	
  
Overview	
  
The	
  purpose	
  of	
  the	
  student	
  environmental	
  app	
  contest	
  /	
  challenge	
  is	
  to	
  engage	
  
middle	
  and	
  high	
  school	
  students	
  in	
  environmental	
  activism	
  by	
  asking	
  them	
  to	
  
answer	
  the	
  question:	
  	
  what	
  environmental	
  problem	
  in	
  your	
  community	
  can	
  you	
  solve	
  
with	
  technology?	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  challenge/contest	
  is	
  open	
  to	
  any	
  student	
  who	
  wants	
  to	
  make	
  our	
  local	
  
community	
  a	
  better	
  place,	
  not	
  just	
  students	
  who	
  are	
  seasoned	
  programmers.	
  
	
  
Students	
  can	
  offer	
  solutions	
  for	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  local	
  and	
  global	
  issues	
  facing	
  the	
  
environment,	
  including	
  recycling,	
  clean	
  water,	
  water	
  conservation,	
  energy	
  
conservation,	
  pesticide/herbicide	
  use,	
  environmental	
  education,	
  etc.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Target	
  Population	
  for	
  Contest	
  /	
  Challenge	
  	
  
	
  
• Middle	
  and	
  High	
  School	
  students	
  from	
  Loudoun	
  County	
  schools	
  –	
  public,	
  private,	
  
parochial	
  
	
  
• Students	
  in	
  non-‐profit	
  clubs,	
  organizations,	
  groups	
  
	
  
• Individual	
  middle	
  and	
  high	
  school	
  students	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Opportunities	
  for	
  the	
  Town	
  
	
  
• Increased	
  student	
  participation	
  in	
  environmental	
  issues,	
  programs,	
  activities	
  
	
  
• Increased	
  student	
  and	
  general	
  public	
  education,	
  awareness	
  of,	
  and	
  engagement	
  in	
  
local	
  environment	
  issues,	
  initiatives,	
  etc.	
  
	
  
• Collaboration	
  between	
  individuals,	
  government,	
  businesses,	
  and	
  local	
  
organizations	
  in	
  supporting	
  and	
  advancing	
  Town	
  environmental	
  programs	
  and	
  
initiatives	
  
	
  
• Potential	
  access	
  to	
  a	
  new	
  environmental	
  app	
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Opportunities	
  for	
  Participating	
  Students	
  
	
  
• Empowered	
  to	
  do	
  more,	
  innovate,	
  and	
  drive	
  positive	
  change	
  in	
  community	
  
	
  
• Strengthens	
  student	
  commitment	
  to	
  social	
  responsibility	
  and	
  action	
  	
  
	
  
• Transformative	
  experience	
  to	
  collaborate	
  with	
  other	
  environmental	
  and	
  
technologically	
  visionary	
  peers	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  local	
  industry	
  business,	
  environmental,	
  
and	
  government	
  leaders	
  
	
  
• Hands-‐on	
  experience	
  thinking	
  like	
  entrepreneurs	
  and	
  learning	
  the	
  Agile	
  
development	
  process	
  
	
  
• Opportunity	
  to	
  turn	
  their	
  app	
  idea	
  into	
  a	
  real,	
  working	
  Smartphone	
  app	
  that	
  is	
  
available	
  for	
  download	
  
	
  
• Acquire	
  and	
  strengthen	
  problem-‐solving,	
  collaboration,	
  communication,	
  
presentation,	
  and	
  persuasion	
  skills	
  
	
  
• Sparks	
  and/or	
  reinforces	
  interest	
  in	
  pursuing	
  STEM	
  and	
  environmental	
  careers	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Contest	
  /	
  Challenge	
  Structure	
  
	
  
• Establish	
  initial	
  partnership	
  with	
  SEAS	
  (Loudoun	
  Student	
  Environmental	
  Action	
  
Showcase	
  –	
  event	
  hosted	
  by	
  LCPS,	
  Loudoun	
  Environmental	
  Stewardship	
  Alliance	
  
(LESA),	
  and	
  Northwest	
  Virginia	
  Regional	
  GREENetwork,	
  with	
  grant	
  from	
  American	
  
Geophysical	
  Union)	
  	
  
	
  
• Establish	
  partnerships	
  with	
  local	
  STEM	
  businesses	
  for	
  funding,	
  mentorship,	
  
expertise,	
  etc.	
  
	
  
• EAC	
  /	
  Town	
  hosts	
  a	
  kickoff	
  with	
  partners	
  to	
  highlight	
  and	
  discuss	
  environmental	
  
programs,	
  initiative,	
  issues	
  that	
  are	
  most	
  relevant	
  to	
  our	
  community	
  
	
  
• Students	
  challenged	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  mobile-‐friendly	
  app	
  designed	
  to	
  solve	
  an	
  
environmental	
  problem	
  in	
  our	
  community	
  
	
  
• Students	
  submit	
  video	
  /	
  essay	
  describing	
  proposed	
  app,	
  how	
  it	
  would	
  work,	
  why	
  
their	
  app	
  is	
  necessary	
  for	
  environmental	
  betterment.	
  	
  The	
  essay	
  describes	
  the	
  
team’s	
  design	
  process,	
  app’s	
  functionality,	
  and	
  its	
  potential	
  impact.	
  The	
  3-‐minute	
  
video	
  illustrates	
  the	
  design	
  documents	
  and	
  storyboards.	
  	
  
	
  
• Submissions	
  are	
  judged	
  on	
  original	
  idea,	
  comprehensive	
  research,	
  clear	
  
explanation,	
  and	
  creative	
  presentation.	
  Winners	
  selected	
  by	
  team	
  from	
  SEAS,	
  
Town,	
  and	
  local	
  STEM	
  company	
  /	
  professionals	
  
	
  
• Finalists	
  could	
  be	
  posted	
  on	
  app	
  challenge/contest	
  website	
  where	
  community	
  
votes	
  for	
  favorite	
  app	
  which	
  is	
  awarded	
  Fan	
  Favorite	
  award/prize	
  
	
  
• Fan	
  Favorite	
  and	
  Winning	
  apps	
  receive	
  a	
  financial	
  prizes	
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C h a l l e n g e 	
   / 	
   C o n t e s t 	
   T i m e f r a m e 	
  
	
  
• September	
  -‐	
  contest/challenge	
  kickoff	
  and	
  registration	
  opens	
  
	
  
• November	
  -‐	
  submissions	
  deadline	
  
	
  
• February	
  -‐	
  finalists	
  identified	
  and	
  posted	
  online	
  for	
  public	
  voting	
  
	
  
• March	
  -‐	
  finalists	
  present,	
  Fan	
  Favorite	
  recognized,	
  and	
  winner	
  announced	
  at	
  March	
  
SEAS	
  	
  
	
  
• A p r i l 	
   -‐ F a n 	
   F a v o r i t e 	
   a n d 	
   A p p 	
   w i n n e r 	
   r e c o g n i z e d 	
   b y 	
   T o w n 	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
C h a l l e n g e 	
   / 	
   C o n t e s t 	
   C o n s i d e r a t i o n s 	
  
	
  
• Students	
  may	
  create	
  any	
  type	
  of	
  app	
  on	
  any	
  platform	
  in	
  any	
  programming	
  language	
  
	
  
• Financial	
  or	
  comparable	
  prizes	
  are	
  standard	
  	
  
	
  
• Apps	
  remain	
  the	
  property	
  of	
  the	
  student(s)	
  
	
  
• App	
  development	
  is	
  likely	
  to	
  extend	
  beyond	
  contest	
  dates	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
E x a m p l e s 	
   o f 	
   s t u d e n t 	
   a p p s 	
   f r o m 	
   o t h e r 	
   c h a l l e n g e s 	
   	
   ( V e r i z o n 	
   A p p 	
   C h a l l e n g e , 	
  
C o n g r e s s i o n a l 	
   A p p 	
   C h a l l e n g e ) 	
  
	
  
• Waste	
  Free	
  America	
  connects	
  grocery	
  stores	
  and	
  restaurants	
  with	
  homeless	
  
shelters,	
  alerting	
  them	
  when	
  they	
  have	
  food	
  they	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  dispose	
  of,	
  and	
  make	
  
it	
  available	
  for	
  pickup.	
  (Capital	
  Day	
  School,	
  Frankfort,	
  Ky).	
  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5OgSk3VjEA&feature=youtu.be	
  
	
  
• Invase	
  Erase	
  identifies	
  invasive	
  species	
  that	
  attack	
  the	
  environment	
  and	
  provides	
  
solutions	
  to	
  minimize	
  and/or	
  contain	
  them	
  –	
  Jefferson	
  Township	
  Middle	
  School,	
  
Oak	
  Ridge,	
  NJ	
  
	
  
• Recycling	
  Bin	
  encourages	
  members	
  of	
  local	
  communities	
  to	
  increase	
  recycling	
  
efforts	
  and	
  reduce	
  the	
  need	
  for	
  landfills.	
  
	
  
• Farmersbook	
  connects	
  hobby	
  farmers	
  and	
  small	
  farms	
  who	
  want	
  to	
  sell	
  their	
  
produce	
  directly	
  to	
  consumers	
  
	
  
• Take	
  Me	
  There	
  assists	
  people	
  with	
  disabilities	
  to	
  find	
  viable	
  transportation	
  
options	
  and	
  directions.	
  Based	
  on	
  the	
  user’s	
  disability,	
  the	
  app	
  gives	
  the	
  user	
  
different	
  transportation	
  routes	
  such	
  as	
  walking,	
  Uber,	
  and	
  bus	
  by	
  interacting	
  with	
  
online	
  information	
  and	
  maps.	
  
	
  
• ReCircle	
  repurposes	
  used	
  clothing	
  and	
  other	
  household	
  items	
  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t70JGpqgfKI&feature=youtu.be	
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•

MooBike	
  aims	
  to	
  improve	
  the	
  transportation	
  culture	
  in	
  populated	
  cities	
  such	
  as	
  
Los	
  Angeles	
  and	
  reduce	
  greenhouse	
  gas	
  emission	
  globally.	
  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iERSiVDpjlk&feature=youtu.be	
  

•

GoGreen:	
  Carbon	
  Tracker	
  uses	
  data	
  from	
  resident	
  bills	
  to	
  identify	
  trends	
  in	
  
energy	
  consumption	
  to	
  help	
  reduce	
  carbon	
  footprint	
  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XC9L_xUOw1E&feature=youtu.behttps://apps
.apple.com/us/app/gogreen-‐carbon-‐tracker/id1267386771?ls=1	
  

•

Wastify	
  uses	
  machine	
  learning	
  to	
  automatically	
  detect	
  how	
  you	
  should	
  dispose	
  of	
  
your	
  waste.	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
App	
  Challenge	
  Rubric	
  example	
  
	
  
	
  
Essay	
  Responses	
  
Statement	
  of	
  
Detailed	
  and	
  clear	
  description	
  
problem	
  and	
  
of	
  the	
  problem	
  is	
  provided;	
  
impact	
  on	
  
information	
  is	
  succinct	
  and	
  
community	
  
well	
  organized.	
  Explanation	
  
of	
  impact	
  on	
  community	
  is	
  
thorough.	
  
Mobile	
  app	
  
App	
  concept	
  is	
  very	
  
solution	
  
descriptive	
  and	
  thorough;	
  
offers	
  a	
  unique	
  and	
  well-‐
defined	
  solution	
  to	
  the	
  
problem.	
  
Uniqueness	
  of	
  
App	
  is	
  exceptionally	
  creative,	
  
mobile	
  app	
  
unique,	
  and	
  innovative;	
  
notably	
  distinctive	
  from	
  
existing	
  apps.	
  
Mobile	
  app	
  
Description	
  of	
  app	
  is	
  
features	
  
thorough	
  and	
  includes	
  
exceptional	
  and	
  effective	
  
details,	
  features,	
  design,	
  and	
  
functionality	
  of	
  the	
  app.	
  
Clear	
  description	
   	
  
of	
  the	
  problem	
  
Vision	
  for	
  app	
  
sollution	
  

	
  

Use	
  of	
  visual	
  
elements	
  /	
  
creativity	
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Video	
  Presentation	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Exceptional	
  description	
  of	
  the	
  
problem	
  is	
  provided;	
  
information	
  is	
  succinct	
  and	
  well	
  
organized.	
  
App	
  concept	
  is	
  very	
  descriptive	
  
and	
  thorough;	
  offers	
  a	
  unique	
  
and	
  well-‐defined	
  solution	
  to	
  the	
  
problem.	
  
Exceptional	
  visual	
  elements	
  
(graphics,	
  storyboards,	
  etc.)	
  
enhance	
  and	
  enrich	
  the	
  app’s	
  
concept;	
  app	
  is	
  extremely	
  
creative.	
  

