LEESBURG ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMISSION
TUESDAY
June 4, 2019
7:00 P.M.

Town Hall
Second Floor Conference
25 West Market Street
COMMISSIONERS
Maria Bergheim (20)
Scott Billigmeier, Chairman (22)
Jennifer Chu (20)
Bobbi Elliott (22)
Gabriella Kelemen (22)
Christopher LaFon (20)
Paul Sheaffer (20)

If you require any type of reasonable accommodation, as a result of a physical, sensory or mental disability, to
attend and/or participate in this meeting, please contact Richard Klusek at 703-771-2758. Three days advance
notice is requested.

LEESBURG ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMISSION
Mission: To promote and protect the environmental interests of the Town.
MEETING AGENDA
Tuesday June 4, 2019
7:00 P.M. Second Floor Conference Room, Town Hall
1. Call to Order
2. Approval of Agenda
3. Approval of Minutes: May 7, 2019*
4. Chairperson’s Statement
5. Petitioners
6. Staff items (5 Minutes)
a. Energy Savings Initiative (Klusek)
b. EAC Annual Report Presentation (Klusek)
7. Old Business (30 Minutes)
a. Annual Report Presentation (Billigmeier/Chu)*
b. Strategic Planning Session Debrief (Billigmeier/Chu)
c. EAC Bylaws (Billigmeier/Chu)
d. Environmental Portal Update (Kelemen)
8. New Business (30 Business)
9. Adjournment
(*) Material attached

If you require any type of reasonable accommodation, as a result of a physical, sensory or mental disability, to
attend and/or participate in this meeting, please contact Richard Klusek at 703-771-2758. Three days advance
notice is requested.

Town of Leesburg Environmental Advisory Commission
Meeting Minutes
May 7, 2019
The Town of Leesburg’s Environmental Advisory Commission (EAC) met on May 7, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
in the Town Hall at 25 West Market St., Leesburg, Virginia.
Call to Order: Chairman Billigmeier called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Roll Call:

Present: Commissioners Scot Billigmeier, Jennifer Chu, Gabe Kelemen, Paul Sheaffer,
Bobbi Elliott, Christopher LaFon, Maria Bergheim
Staff Representatives: Richard Klusek
Nathaniel Ogedegbe

Approval of Agenda: The agenda was approved as presented.
Approval of Minutes: There being no corrections, the meeting minutes of April 2, 2019 were approved
as presented.
Chairman’s Statement: The Chairman welcomed the Staff Representatives and Petitioner to the
meeting. The Chairman commented on the excellent results from the Flower & Garden Festival.
Petitioners: Minu Beijan stated that at the most recent Commission on Public Art (COPA) meeting
they were looking for someone from EAC to come to their next meeting. COPA is working on using art
to encourage ideas on recycling, and this work fits in well with the EAC work on recycling
contamination. COPA has meetings the first Monday of each month. This would also be a way to get
school kids involved with recycling. The EAC agreed, that if requested, we could send a Commissioner
to the next COPA meeting.
Staff Items:
a. Golden Trash Can Award (Klusek). Klusek inquired if an EAC Commissioner can present the
Golden Trash Can at the next Town Council meeting. Chris LaFon volunteered to present.
b. EAC Annual Report Presentation (Klusek). Klusek stated the 2018 EAC report will be presented
to Town Council during a Town Council meeting, and that the EAC itself can make a presentation
(or we can just give them the Report). A decision was made to make an actual presentation to
the Town Council. A motion was made and approved by the EAC 7-0 to make a presentation
during June 25 meeting, if the Town Manager agrees.
c. MS4 Permit Presentation (Ogedegbe). Ogedegbe stated that the Town is currently making
changes to their MS4 permit. He stated the EAC will need to read the handout he provided to
fully understand the process, but gave an overview of it. This is an EPA permit related to water
quality management and discharge of storm water runoff (it does not include point sources). This
is being brought to the EAC because the Town is requesting help with public outreach and
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education. The EAC agreed to help as needed.
d. Discussion of Bylaws* (Klusek). Klusek recommended the EAC review a number of items
including but not limited to, election of officers, how we deal with petitioners, not allowing new
business items after 9:00 pm, and how new business is brought up.
e. Strategic Planning Session – May 9 (Klusek). Klusek reminded the EAC the meeting will be at
the Balch Library. A motion was made and approved by the EAC 7-0 to purchase food for up to
$200 for the event.
f. Month Off. Klusek stated some Commissions take a month off over the summer. This issue is
discussed under new business.

Old Business:
a. Flower and Garden Debrief (Chu/Billigmeier). Lesson learned were reviewed, including having
less expensive door prizes, and the fact we ran out of bags. It was indicated that the raffles were
a huge draw, and the novelty of items was also a big draw. Jen Chu is developing a
comprehensive checklist. It was also noted that the poster with the actual recycling items was a
big hit, and also stating that Leesburg is paying extra for the recycling was interesting to
attendees, who were eager to learn more. Next steps for the names we collected of folks
interested in the EAC will be discussed during the planning meeting later in the week.
b. Herbicide Alternative Debrief (Chu). The Town Council decision was discussed. It was noted
that credit goes to the community for their letters and statements. It was also noted the EAC
should consider working through HOAs (like the Tree Commission does) to spread the word on
this topic.
c. Energy Management and Conversation Policy. Klusek noted he is still working to get this item
on an upcoming Council agenda.
d. Work with Volunteers. EAC noted we could do more organized trash pick-ups.
e. Mushroom Information. Bobbi Elliot invited members to the Healthy By Nature mushroom
information session and noted that mushrooms can clean the soil.
f. Mountain Valley Pipeline. An event is planned for May 18th. Maria Bergheim said the event
will be at the Loudoun County Courthouse.

New Business:
a. Skipping one EAC meeting over the summer. A motion to take July off was made and passed 61 (Chu opposed).
b. Science Subcommittee. A motion to have Paul Sheaffer and Jen Chu develop this subcommittee
was made. The motion was to have them study how the subcommittee would operate - “To ask
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Jen Chu and Paul Sheaffer to come back in August to state what the subcommittee would look
like and how it would operate.” After much discussion, this motion was withdrawn. A new
motion was made to form the subcommittee now, and have Jen Chu and Paul Sheaffer draft
operating procedures and present it to the Commission, and was passed 6-0-1 with Gabe Keleman
abstaining.
c. My backyard watershed protection. This public awareness program has been adopted by
Loudoun but not Leesburg. The EAC agreed to put on a link on our website.
Adjournment: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.

5/30/2019

Environmental Advisory
Commission
Annual Report for 2018

The Year in Review
• Both foundational and a year of change
• Leading by example (Sweat equity)
• Education & Outreach

A Foundational Year
• We added new members
• We lost our longtime chair and vice chair
• Grateful to Charlie Greenough and Bettina Guerre

• Strategic Planning
• Becoming more vocal

1

5/30/2019

Leading by Example
• Picking up trash (KLB and beyond)
• Planting trees and pollinators at Foxridge Park
• Wyland’s National Mayors Challenge for Water Conservation

Education & Outreach
• EAC Portal
• Rain Barrel Program
• Leesburg Flower & Garden Festival
• Ribbon cuttings
• Conduit for public input and concerns

Tackling the Issues
• Energy Conservation
• Water quality
• Pesticide usage
• Developed criteria to evaluate impacts of development plans
• Actions speak louder than words
• Turn the Town Plan into real and enforceable policy
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Thank you for the opportunity to serve!
• Maria Bergheim
• Scott Billigmeier
• Jennifer Chu
• Bobbi Elliott
• Gabe Kelemen
• Christopher LaFon
• Paul Scheaffer
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